DeSoto Acres Association Board
P. O. Box 556
Tallevast, FL 34270
Mr. Robert Heere, President
941.374.0772

werheere@comcast.net
president@desotoacres.org

DeSoto Acres Association covers over 850 acres from University Parkwy to 47th St and from 301
to Lockwood Ridge Rd. Established in 1921 under the Van Dame Estates name and later
renamed to DeSoto Acres, our subdivision has seen the county grow up around our boundaries.
We are sensitive to the county's growth plus the need to preserve our rural environment and
natural character.
The attached provides DeSoto Acres Association comments regarding the installation of
sidewalks West of Lockwood Ridge Rd on Tuttle Ave, DeSoto Rd, 47th St., and Shade Ave.
Please refer to the attached.

Yes, for the general placement and design of the sidewalks.
No, for the related drainage and intersection crossing issues.

February 3, 2015
Mr. Vinod Sancheti
Project Manager – DeSoto Area Sidewalks
Sarasota County Public Works
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd,
Sarasota, FL 34240
Re: DeSoto Acres Association Comments on Proposed DeSoto Area Sidewalks
Dear Mr. Sancheti,
DeSoto Acres Association Board appreciates you and your team’s time and effort on this project. We have
reviewed the sidewalk visuals and rationale for this project. The DeSoto Acres Association Board comments
are as follows.
1) DeSoto Acre Association requests a temporary hold on sidewalk design revisions, budgeting and execution
west of Lockwood Ridge Rd. in order to coordinate with the Pending Critical Area Plans / Priorities #4 Item
the Lockwood Ridge Corridor (est. timing 2016/2017) along with the DeSoto Acres Association’s overlay
district planning.
In the official Commission records of July 10, 2012, when asked by Ms. Robinson, Mr. Tom Polk stated
"…We can incorporate the DeSoto Acres into that area description for further conversation when we do the
boundaries and criteria report." At a request by Ms. Robinson for consensus, all the Commissioners indicated
"Yes." A transcript of the July 10, 2012 Commission Hearing is attached as is the Pending Critical Area
Plans/Priorities list from July 9, 2012. In preparation for the Lockwood Ridge Corridor CAP discussion,
DeSoto Acres Association is in the process of defining our district plan, which includes sidewalks /
transportation planning.
2) At this time DeSoto Acres Association’s comments on the proposed County sidewalk plan in the DeSoto
Acres area are to eliminate three of the four proposed roads. County rationale for sidewalks on selected
streets is based on connectivity to a point of destination. Tuttle Avenue has a readily identifiable point of
destination that merits the cost of the sidewalk program. DeSoto Rd., Shade Ave. and 47th St. do not have
readily identifiable points of destination to justify the sidewalk installation.
DeSoto Acres Association is for proactive and efficient community planning. We watch how our dollars are
allocated and the impact on our residents. We look forward to working with the County on the development of
a cohesive well thought-out long-range plan for our residents, DeSoto Acres subdivision and surrounding areas.
Sincerely,
Bob Heere, President
DeSoto Acres Association

July 10, 2012
BOCC Meeting Commission Reports
Transcript of BOCC discussion regarding DeSoto Acre’s Board/Resident Panel’s request to allocate Planning
Department resources to establish a DeSoto Acres Overlay District
Patterson: And the last thing, Tom Polk brought you a memorandum in response to a request from Commissioner
Robinson which was in response to my telling Jane Paquette, who’s, I’m not sure whether she’s the neighborhood
association President, but she’s certainly in a leadership role, whether she’s is or isn’t of DeSoto Acres and they
took to heart my suggestion that we look at the possibility of creating a historic district for DeSoto Acres to add a
little bit more permanence to their residents embrace of the sort of rural nature of DeSoto Acres because of the
many public hearings I’ve sat through, and several of you have as well, regarding requests to change density and
land use in there. And so this was referred, or I referred, actually I’m not sure how this happened, to the neighbors
to talk to our History Center folks, Laura Muldowney, feels like it may not be appropriate for historic district this
doesn’t really work and the residents, I’ve been told by Ms. Paquette, are not enthusiastic about structures being
individually designated there. Maybe a couple would want to, but that seems to be necessary as a part of that. So,
they went from there to talk with Donna Thompson. Donna Thompson suggested the possibility of a neighborhood
plan which elicited, I think, Commissioner Robinson’s response, to show us what’s ahead of this, because of lack of
staffing, we haven’t been really able to follow through with requests for corridor plans and neighborhood plans and
that sort of thing and it’s really been awhile. So we have all in front of us the list (see last page). And I am glad that
Christine elicited this. It is not something I have forgotten. I didn’t intend to jump this ahead of other priorities
that might be first on the list. However when you look at the list, the Lockwood Ridge Corridor, it is at least in large
part if not entirely DeSoto Acres that’s really being referred to. And so, leaving the places on the list and hoping as
we financially recover and work on Fruitville that we can also start doing a little more with these other things. I
guess I’d like to take the Lockwood Ridge Corridor and embrace looking at the rest of DeSoto Acres as well. They
are thinking about the possibility of maybe an overlay district to sort of permit some more rural uses in that area,
which would make it seem a little more permanent to the residents that that is in our comprehensive plan. So
anyway I promised I’d bring it up today and I did and my hope would be that we are going to approach all of these
things as we have resources in the coming years and that the Lockwood Ridge Corridor be expanded to also take
input and consideration of the DeSoto Acres area that’s not immediately on the Lockwood Ridge Corridor.
Robinson: One of the great things about Critical Area Plans is that the Board gets to set the boundaries for them so
they will actually, when they come up, when this actually, so when the Lockwood Ridge Corridor comes up for
consideration for the critical area plan the first thing they will do is hold public meetings to talk about what the
boundaries of it should be and that’s the first thing that they do, the first thing that comes before us before you
even talk about what the land use is and what’s going inside the Critical Area Use Plan is decide the boundaries first.
So they will have access to that at the very start of that process to have public input to where that should be and
that decision comes before us before we start deciding anything else in the Critical Area Plan. So that will be
inherent, that will be inherent, I’ve done a lot of serious study of Critical Area Plans lately. So that will be inherent
within the Lockwood Ridge Corridor Study is that they will get to participate and have public input as to whether
they are included in that or not.
Patterson: Christine, you have done work that I have not done so I am not, I don’t want to argue with you, but I am
concerned that it’s a little of a reach unless we have some input into, to go from a corridor plan to at least take a
look and take input from the rest of DeSoto Acres.
Robinson: It’s called a corridor but it’s a Critical Area Plan.

July 10, 2012
BOCC Meeting Commission Reports
Page 2

Patterson: Well, it’s one of many types of Critical Area Plans.
Robinson: Right
Paternson: That’s my concern and the type does really kind of imply something that could be spoken of as a
Corridor.
Robinson: A great example would be the Venice Ave. / East Venice Ave. that included several parcels back outside
of Venice Ave.
Thaxton: Many parcels, it was whole parcels; it included the entire Venice Farms.
Robinson: In deciding that corridor.
Patterson: My understanding is that it will be eligible for that as its place comes up, then I’m fine.
Robinson: So the good news for them is it’s on the list. It was on the list before today’s meeting; which is the good
news.
Patterson: Actually, it has been on the list for years.
Robinson: Yes, but that’s the good news for them and it already has a place in line as opposed to adding it to the
bottom of the list. So Mr. Polk did you have anything to add to the discussion?
Polk: No
Robinson: I take it you don’t need specific instructions to include the homeowner’s association in the discussion on
the Lockwood Ridge Corridor Study because they would automatically be notified of it due to their proximity to the
study to the actual street itself?
Polk: Madam Chair if the Board will authorize me, what we’ll do is we will change the description area. Right now
what we’re doing now describing the corridor from, I believe, North of Gocio to University Parkway. We can
incorporate the DeSoto Acres into that area description for further conversation when we do the boundaries and
criteria report.
Mason: That would be good.
Robinson: Ok. Do we have consensus for that?
All Commissioners: Yes
Thaxton: Let’s do it.
Robinson: Ok.
Patterson: I have a question before you go away. Couple of the things they were talking about were almost like an
Overlay District versus a Corridor Plan. To just take an example, this may never have consensus among the
neighborhood, but it is sort of a good example, the folks that live there might conceivable embrace being treated
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differently in codes than the rest of the County with regard to the prohibition on keeping chickens. Ok that’s obviously
a kind of controversial thing and something I have not really supported on a County wide basis but it came up in
conversation two or three times with Ms. Paquette and I want to make sure that things like that can be included in a
Corridor Plan discussion, because usually it’s not about things like that.
Polk: First we have to create the community plan or the corridor plan where we set the elements that are then
embodied in an ordinance, that governing ordinance. Perhaps that legally described area could maybe incorporate
some of those elements you’re describing. But we really would have to focus on the plan first before we would get
to the overlay or the governing ordinance that would regulate that area. And of course we would, I will say that
there are some things that are noted here with the chickens that could perhaps be done. They’re other things
they’re requesting, a mechanism for handling future land use changes that I say from the outset I don’t think we
have the ability to do that and regulate land use.
Patterson: I’m not sure I would support doing that anyway.
Polk: So to answer your questions, we would be able to put an ordinance together that maybe incorporates some of
these elements for a specific area.
Patterson: Ok. Thank you.

