
 

   

February 2017 

Beekeeping 
By Craig Welch - DeSoto Acres Resident & Entomologist 

Man and the All 
Natural Sweet Treat 
Maker - Honeybees 

MOST PEOPLE don’t care 
too much for insects. Mention 
them and most people 

instantly conjure up images of cockroaches, 
mosquitoes, and termites. Without question, Florida 
has some undesirable arthropods. But for thousands of 
years, man has had a special relationship with one 
species: Apis mellifera – the honeybee. 

How Did This Happen 
The history and evolution of beekeeping are quite 

fascinating. What started as man finding and 
destroying a wild bee colony to steal their honey has 
developed into a unique give and take alliance between 
man and insect. From about 7000 B.C. until 1852, bee 
colonies were kept in clay pots or straw domes (skeps). 
In order to collect the honey from these vessels, the 
hive had to be torn apart and the bee colony severely 
damaged or killed. In 1852, the Reverend L.L. 
Langstroth invented the Langstroth Hive, a wooden 
box with frames that could be removed for inspection 
or honey removal without any harm to the bees 
themselves. There have some modifications to his 
original design, but it is essentially the design that is 
used today. A beekeeper using this system can extract 
an entire hive of honey without harming a single bee. 
This allows the colonies to continue to grow and 
therefore produce much more honey than they would if 
they had to 
rebuild their 
colony every 
year. 

A colony of 
bees consists 
of one queen 
and all her 
daughters. 

There are male bees too, but they don’t really belong to 
the hive. When a colony gets too big for their hive, 
they will start producing new queens. The old queen 
will leave the hive taking about half the colony with 
her. This is called a swarm and their purpose is to seek 
out new accommodations to start a new colony. When 
a new queen emerges back in the old hive, she will go 
out on a mating flight. She flies around and will mate 

with about 10-20 males (called 
drones) which can take several 
days. When she comes back, 
she’s ready to start laying eggs. 
During the peak of the season, 
she can lay 1500 eggs per day. 
If these eggs are fertilized, they 
will be females and become 
worker bees. At certain times of 
the year, she will lay infertile 
eggs. These eggs will become 
drones and leave the hive to 

seek out virgin queens on their mating flights. Drones 
are welcomed into any hive and the workers will feed 
them, that is, until the mating season has ended, at 
which time it’s open season on drones and the workers 
kill them all. The eggs hatch out into larvae and are fed 
a mixture of honey and pollen by the worker bees until 
they are big enough to pupate. After pupation, the 
fertilized offspring emerge as adult worker bees and 
take over their roles to maintain the queen and the 
colony. Although the bees are producing honey to feed 
their larvae, a healthy colony will produce a lot more 
than they need. This excess is what the beekeeper will 
harvest, making sure that the colony has enough left 
over for its needs. 

Where Did They Come From 
Honeybees are not native to North America. They 

were brought over from Europe by colonists. The 
European honey bee has been “domesticated” in that 
strains  have been  selected   that  are  gentile  and good  

(continued on page 8) 

Rev. L. L. Langstroth 
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 (The color newsletter is sent to your email address and 
available on line at www.DeSotoAcres.org) 

To my fellow residents of DeSoto Acres. I 
hope everyone’s 2017 is off to a very good start!  
We have two important events coming up soon: 
the spring neighborhood clean-up and the com-
munity yard sale. I hope all of you make time to 
participate in one or both of our DeSoto Acres’ 
events. Participation affords all of us the chance 
to meet new neighbors and renew old acquaint-
ances. The conversations we have and the bonds 
we make in our neighborhood strengthen our 
community. This amity develops and promotes a 
unified direction for DeSoto Acres to preserve 
and guide its future. Our zoning’s maintenance 
always depends upon likeminded, active resi-
dents. 

So, I ask you to make the time to enhance 
your community through your participation!   

Bob Heere, President 
Desoto Acres Association 

Message from President 
Bob Heere 
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What is Going on with My Pine Tree? 
By Terry Lipman of Terry’s Tree Service 

PINE TREES can show 
partial needle loss or color 
change all during the year. 
This is common and it may 
not indicate a health 
problem. Although, if the 
entire tree canopy is 
changing color rapidly and 
if there is sawdust or resin 

on the tree trunk, you may need to act quickly. 
Pine Borer Beetles 

Saw dust and resin on the tree trunks may indicate 
you have active pine borer beetles. Unfortunately, this 
means that the pine tree is infested and in the process 
of dying. Yes, your pine is in the process of dying. The 
bark beetles actually bore into the tree and damage the 
cambium layer just beneath the bark resulting in the 
ultimate starvation of the tree. The vascular system 
which transports water and nutrients throughout the 
tree is clogged up, the tree declines and eventually 
dies. Bark beetles are among the most common cause 
of pine tree death in Florida. These bark beetles are 
capable of multiplying fast and killing adjacent pines. 
Monitoring surrounding trees is critical and this is one 
case where a preventative treatment can be made on 
selected high value pines that are healthy. It must be 
noted that if the pines are already dying an insecticide 
will not help it recover.  

Serious Pests 
There are more that 30 species of bark beetle 

associated with pine trees in Florida, but only 5 species 
are likely to be serious pests. Among 
them is the Southern Pine Beetle which 
fortunately does not come this far south. 
Then there are the IPS engraver beetles 
which are frequent pests to stressed 
pines. Lastly there is the Black 
Turpentine Beetle. This beetle can 

become a chronic pest and cause significant mortality 
over an extended period of time. This beetle is the 
easiest to control as it only bores into the lower part of 
the trunk. Most insect borers are considered "secondary 

pests" because they 
attack weakened or 
stressed trees. Some are 
"primary pests" and are 
able to attack healthy 
trees such as the Black 
Turpentine Beetle. 

Preventive 
Measures 

To avoid these "secondary pests", be aware that 
pine trees are very susceptible to root damage caused 
by compaction or site grade changes. Avoid any type 
of physical damage, maintain proper nutrient status and 
limit routine watering, fertilizing and applying 
herbicides beneath pines. Also it is necessary to 
provide supplemental deep watering during extended 
drought periods. Proper pruning and removal of dead 
wood as well as care taken not to cause wounds on the 
tree are also critical to pine tree health. All of the above 
strategies should be your first defense. Healthy trees 
can fight off borers. 

If you are unsure what is going on with your pine 
trees, contact your local extension agent or an ISA 
Certified Arborist to answer your questions. 

See Terry’s Tree Service ad on page 13 

Upcoming Events 
Sarasota County 

Invasive Flora and Fauna  by UF/IFSA 
Extension, Mar. 10, 2017, Fri., 10am - 11:30am 

Twin Lakes Park, 6700 Clark Rd. 
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane  
HOW LADY LIBERTY CAME TO RESIDE IN DESOTO ACRES 

    For many of us in the Acres, we cannot remem-
ber a time when “Lady Liberty” has not resided on 59th 
street. Liberty’s owners, Betty and Barry Fasold resid-
ed most of their married life in the home they designed 
and built in 1987.  Betty was a DeSoto Acres lot owner 
long before their home was built. She fell in love with 
our spacious lots and quiet neighborhood in the early 
1970s.  “We’d come to mow our lot each Sunday, or 
arranged for Jake Rexford to mow the lot when we 
were busy delivering Glastron boats”. Two of their 
three children were raised on 59th street and attended 
Sarasota High School.  

The outside world knew Betty and Barry as the 
hardworking owners of Barry’s Trailers, but those 
close to the couple enjoyed knowing them as avid 
squirrel rescuers. “Over our years together, we saved 
and raised around 30 fallen angels. We’d most often 
find them after storms- tiny babies that fell or were 
blown from their nests, so young their eyes were still 

closed. They were often injured and we couldn’t get 
them safely back in the trees, so we would adopt them.  
An early favorite, Penny, is still in our son’s room. 
She’s been stuffed, but she’s still loved!”  

Sadly, Barry passed away in 2016. Betty has no 
intentions of leaving our area. “My kids are still in 
town. My younger son visits daily for coffee, and I am 
surrounded by dear friends always visiting and check-
ing in”. Good-neighbor Betty can still be found riding 
her golf cart during our Acres cleanup. “I still love the 
simple red hibiscus and Spanish moss hanging from the 
oaks; that’s that drew me to Florida from Wisconsin all 
those years ago. This is my last stop, I love it here!”  

The photo on the right shows Barry polishing the 9-
foot-tall replica of the Statute of Liberty. (1990)  The 
WWII Navy veteran loved the 4th of July, and loved 
lighting the front yard of his and Betty’s home with 
Liberty’s fluorescent torch from dusk to dawn. 
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Help wanted for 
DeSoto Acres’  

Spring Clean-up 
Day 

Saturday, March 11th 
                                  8:00am to noon 

Hello everyone! As you all know, it’s about time 
for the neighborhood’s Spring clean-up.  

Where To Meet 
Gather at Mr. Sam Miller’s home on 2927 59th St. 

for coffee, donuts, and street assignments. Meet your 
neighbors and have a bit of fun sprucing up our 
wonderful community in preparation for the 
Community Yard Sales. All residents are encouraged 
to join in the morning activities and if you have one, 
feel free to bring your golf cart.  

Contact your new Committee Chair, Paul Luzardo, 
if you plan to assist and if you have any questions, 
email: CommunityClean-up@DeSotoAcres.org or call 
at: 941-504-8249.  You can also contact the Committee 
Co-Chair, Sam Miller at CommunityClean-
up2@DeSotoAcres.org. 

Picking up Ahead of Time - Let Us know 
Often some residents prefer to clean their own and 

neighbors’ lot fronts or local road right-of-ways ahead 
of time.  Please call or email Paul to report your 
finished clean-up location and/or road. For example, if 
you picked up both sides of the right-of-way on 59th 
ST or DeSoto Rd between Lockwood Ridge and Tuttle, 
let Paul know as he documents our clean-up efforts 
with the County and any assistance along DeSoto Rd. 
helps with our Adopted Road program.  

THANK YOU to all past and current 
participants in this community event, We look forward 
to see you on March 11th. 
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What Remodeling Projects  
Pay-Off? 

Remodeling magazine's Cost vs. Value 2017 
annual report is available.  The magazine estimates 
the average cost of major and minor remodeling 
projects nationally and in various regions of the county. 

If you are considering a remodeling project 
according to the annual report the following are the top 
mid-range projects in the South Atlantic that provided 
the greatest cost recouped.   

Adding ceiling insulation came in #1 nationally  
with an 8% recouped cost & regionally with a 23% 
recouped cost.   

Refer to remodeling.hw.net/cost-vs-value/2017/ for 
the full report. 

DeSoto Acres Real Estate Update 
Article By: Lee Brewer, Broker/Realtor CDPE,  Equator Platinum Certified 

with REMAX Alliance Group 
The real estate market in Sarasota County for 

2016 can best be described as "solid".  In terms of the 
number of single family homes sold, there were 530 
fewer sales which is 5.1% less than 2015.  In contrast, 
the average median sale price for the year was 
$250,035 vs $221,242 for 2015.  This is a 13% increase 
year over year.  Inventory levels were higher as were 
the number of days to get a house under contract.  This 
may indicate buyer resistance to increased prices and/
or may reflect the fact that there were fewer distressed 
sales, which are down more than 50% from 2015.  
Pricing may remain stable in the coming months as in-
ventory levels build. 

In The Acres, there are currently 6 homes on the 
market with list prices ranging from $244,000 to 
$1,050,000 with an average of 105 days on market at 
the time of this writing.  There are 2 homes under con-
tract, one of which is a short sale. Of the two homes 
that sold in the last quarter of 2016, one was bank 
owned.  They both sold for less than $300,000. 

In terms of trends, The Acres seem to be in line 
with the rest of the county as far as increased inventory 
and fewer sales.  As for pricing, there really haven't 
been sufficient sales in the community to come to any 
meaningful conclusion.  With that being said, there are 
a few common sense actions that will always help you 
get "top dollar" even when that number isn't always 
clear: 

1)  Start with a "reasonable" list price - if you were 
the buyer, would you pay close to what you're asking?  
If no, re-assess the price. 

2)  In a market where it's unclear if prices are going 
up, stable or going down, let the marketplace help you 
- if you're not getting ANY showings, revisit the price 
immediately.  If you're getting  showings and 
feedback from buyers that the price is too high, have a 
second look at the price.  If you've had a handful of 
showings and a strong offer.  Well done.  

 3)  Present your home in the best way possible.  
Neat, tidy, well maintained, updated where possible. 

 4)  Really pay attention to feedback from buy-
ers.  Sometimes it's hard to hear when a person says 
they don't love the red polka dotted carpet you just in-
stalled last week, but if you've had some time on the 
market and there is a recurring theme, you might con-
sider making a change to get your house sold...or you 
might fall in love with your house all over again and 
decide to keep it, red polka dots and all. 

As always, feel free to call me with any real estate 
related questions you may have.  I continue to work 
with buyers who are looking for just the right house 
in The Acres.   
Lee Brewer       941-724-3448     Lee@LeeBrewer.com 

*Data sources: Multiple Listing Service, Sarasota Association of 
Realtors, Sarasota County Property Appraiser which are solely responsi-
ble for their accuracy. 

 
PROJECT 

 
JOB COST 

RESALE 
VALUE 

COST 
RECOUPED 

Attic Insulation 
(fiberglass) $1,321 $1,629 123.3% 

 
PROJECT 

 
JOB COST 

RESALE 
VALUE 

COST 
RECOUPED 

Manufactured Stone 
Veneer $7,858 $7,272 92.5% 

Entry Door 
Replacement (steel) $1,365 $1,152 84.4% 

Siding Replacement $13,632 $11,180 82.0% 

Garage Door 
Replacement $1,655 $1,330 80.4% 

Universal Design 
Bathroom $14,217 $11,385 80.1% 

Minor Kitchen 
Remodel $19,693 $15,303 77.7% 

Roofing Replacement $19,693 $15,303 69.3% 

Major Kitchen 
Remodel $58,865 $40,523 68.8% 
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Sarasota County  
Single Family 

2016 
Jan 

 
Feb 

 
Mar 

 
Apr 

 
May 

 
June 

 
Jul 

 
Aug 

 
Sep 

 
Oct 

 
Nov 

2016 
Dec 

Homes for Sale* 2,921 3,160 3,208 3,059 2,977 2,861 2,797 2,691 2,717 2,787 2,883 2,941 

Homes Sold* 520 506 765 733 753 792 680 668 635 593 568 617 

Pending Sales* 493 558 590 586 481 472 460 506 689 512 811 562 

Average Days on 
Market* 47 40 32 35 44 42 45 41 32 39 35 39 

Median Sale Price 
(000)* 230.0 252.0 244.0 250.0 263.0 248.0 242.5 253.5 249.0 236.0 265.0 264.5 

Sold Price vs 
Orig. List Price* 93.9 95.4 95.4 95.1 95.4 95.4 95.2 95.3 96 95.9 95.8 95.7 

DeSoto Acres 
Single Family 

2016 
Jan 

 
Feb 

 
Mar 

 
Apr 

 
May 

 
June 

 
Jul 

 
Aug 

 
Sep 

 
Oct 

 
Nov 

2016 
Dec 

Homes for Sale* 3 5 5 5 2 4 4 6 4 4 5 5 

Homes Sold* 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 1 1 0 0 

Pending Sales* 0 0 2 0 1 1 2 0 2 1 1 1 

Average Days on 
Market* 

No 
Sales 

No 
Sale 

No 
Sales 22 No 

Sales 
No 

Sales 46 165  59 15 No 
Sales 

No 
Sales 

Median Sale 
Price (000)* 

No 
Sales 

No 
Sale 

No 
Sales 41.2 No 

Sales 
No 

Sales 25.8 295.0  260.0 235.0 No 
Sales 

No 
Sales 

Sold Price vs 
Orig. List Price* 

No 
Sales 

No 
Sale 

No 
Sales 

109 
(Avg.) 

No 
Sales 

No 
Sales 89.3 98.3  91.2 105.8 No 

Sales 
No 

Sales 
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Beekeeping (continued from page 1) 

producers of excess honey.  
Honeybees also come from Africa, 
where domestication of bees has not 
been practiced. African strains of 
honeybees are not gentle; they can be 
quite fierce. Although their stings are 
identical to the European bees, their 
alarm threshold is much lower and 
therefore it takes very little to 
provoke them to attack, which they 

will also do in large numbers. Bees from Africa were 
taken to Brazil in the 1950s as a part of a research 
study. Several colonies escaped and became 
established. The Africanized honeybees (AHB) 
continued to spread throughout South America and 
eventually arrived in Florida in 2002.  

Africanized honeybees In Our Area 
Over half of the wild colonies of honeybees in our 

area are AHB. Because of this, feral bee colonies 
should always be treated with caution. AHBs are never 
going to be eliminated from Florida, but there is one 
factor that is providing a solution – beekeepers. 
Beekeepers do not keep AHB, they keep European 
honeybees. Those gentle European bees produce 
drones that carry those gentle genes out into the wild 
bee gene pool. These drones will mate with the new 
virgin queens from AHB colonies and produce hybrids 
that are gentler than their previous Africanized 
generation. The more beekeepers you have in your 
area, the gentler your wild bee population is going to 
become. Of course, that door swings both ways. AHB 
colonies are going to be producing drones with the 
aggressive genes that can mate with European queens, 
angrying up the blood of domestic hives. For this 
reason, beekeepers regularly “requeen” their hives with 
mated queens from known lineages that don’t have 
Africanized genes. 

Are Beehives Allowed in DeSoto Acres 
Despite the benefits, 

many cities and neighborhoods, 
including the city of Sarasota, have 
passed laws banning the keeping of 
bees in certain areas. However, in July 
of 2012, Florida Senate bill 1132 
passed, which effectively rendered any 
ordinance restricting the keeping of 
bees in Florida null and void, leaving 
the decision of any restrictions to the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. The requirements of the 
department are that all beekeepers be registered with 
the State, which costs between $10 (for 1-5 hives) and 
$100 (over 500 hives), Registration also allows apiary 

inspectors to check hives and inspect for diseases as 
well as Africanization.  

If you are interested in more information, you can 
visit the Department of Agriculture’s apiary website at: 
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/
Plant-Industry/Agriculture-Industry/Apiary-Inspection 

 
 Help the Honey Bee . . . 
    Plant a Bee Garden 
A surge of interest from amateur bee 
enthusiasts, a seasonal influx of out-of-
state beekeepers and efforts to educate 

the public about the importance of bees have resulted in a 
145 percent increase in managed bee colonies during the 
past eight years, experts say. 

To keep Honey Bee populations growing, they need 
our help by providing  flower-rich gardens.  In return, bees 
will pollinate your flowers, providing a bountiful harvest 
of fruits and vegetables.  Here are some tips to keep in 
mind as you grow your bee-friendly garden. 

Plant Native Flowers & Plants. Native flowers 
and plants help feed your bees and are uniquely adapted to 
your region. Try to use plants to which local bees are 
especially adapted. You can also visit the websites of 
regional botanic gardens and plant nurseries for more info 
on bee-friendly plants.  

Select single flower tops such as daisies and 
marigolds, rather than double flower tops such as double 
impatiens. Double headed flowers look showy but produce 
much less nectar and make it much more difficult for bees 
to access pollen.   

Skip the highly hybridized plants, which have been 
bred not to seed and thus produce very little pollen for 
bees.   

Plan for blooms season-round. Plant at least three 
different types of flowers to ensure blooms through as 
many seasons as possible, thus providing bees with a 
constant source of food.  For example: 
 Crocus, hyacinth, borage, calendula, and wild lilac 

provide enticing spring blooms. 
 Bees feast on bee balm, cosmos, echinacea, 

snapdragons foxglove, and hosta in the summer. 
 For fall, zinnias, sedum, asters, witch hazel and 

goldenrod are late bloomers that will tempt foragers. 
Only use natural pesticides and fertilizers. Avoid 

using herbicides or pesticides in the garden. They not only 
can be toxic to bees but also are best not introduced to 
children or adults that visit your garden. Ladybugs, 
spiders, and praying mantises will naturally keep pest 
populations in check.  

Create a “bee bath.” Bees need a place to get fresh, 
clean water. Fill a shallow container of water with pebbles 
or twigs for the bees to land on while drinking.  Make sure 
to maintain the container full of fresh water to ensure that 
they know they can return to the same spot every day.  

Also keep in mind these tips work for Butterflies too! 
Enjoy watching your Pollinators at work! 

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Plant-Industry/Agriculture-Industry/Apiary-Inspection
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Plant-Industry/Agriculture-Industry/Apiary-Inspection
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COP’S CORNER 
As Reported by Sarasota County 
           Sheriff’s Department 
       Sept 1, 2016 to Dec. 31, 2016 

   Date      Crime Type        Location  
09/18/2016 Crim Mischief 3100 49th St. 
10/19/2016 Larceny/Auto 2900’s 53rd St. 
10/19/2016 Theft 2900’s DeSoto Rd. 
10/14/2016 Theft 2800’s DeSoto Rd. 
11/17/2016 Burglary 3000’s 61st. St. 
11/282016 Theft 2400’s 47th St. 
12/11/2016 Larceny 2100’s 53rd St. 

Protect Your Home: If you have a security system to 
monitor your home, register the system for free with the 
Sheriff’s Office, as required by county ordinance. If you 
don’t have an alarm system, you can register your residence 
with the Sheriff’s Office to allow authorities to access your 
emergency contact information if it is needed in your ab-
sence (source: SRQ Sheriff’s website). 

More information is available at the Sheriff's website, 
www.sarasotasheriff.org. under Crime Prevention, Safety 
Information, Protect Your Home. 

Please report suspicious individuals or vehicles 
right away to the Sheriff’s Department 

by calling 911! 
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DeSoto Acres Association Membership Dues, Business Listing and T-shirt Form 
Mail this form & your due’s payment to: DeSoto Acres Association, Inc., P.O. Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270.  

Checks payable to: DeSoto Acres Association,  Inc. 

Join DeSoto Acres Association 
  and take advantage of Benefits! 

 

Join the DeSoto Acres Association to enjoy mem-
bership BENEFITS.  Dues are $25.00 per year (no 
matter  how  many lots  you  own).  If you wish to pre-
pay dues for future years, mark your check according-
ly. Please complete the form below. See the lists on 
the right to check your status. 
 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

Included in Community Yard Sale Map 
Membership grants free participation in DSA Associa-
tion’s Community Annual Yard Sale Locator Map.  

Free Business Listing in Newsletter & on 
Association Website  

Free Business listing with your membership. Use the 
form below to send in your company information. 

Access to DSA Email Blast Service  
As a member, when you need to reach your neighbors 
to find lost pets or notify of a found pet, you have ac-
cess to the Association’s email “blast” service. 

Association Annual Meeting & Voting  
Have a say in your Association’s annual priorities and 
elections.  With your membership, you vote on many 
important events and issues that shape the future of 
DeSoto Acres including your Board of Directors.   
 

Reduced DeSoto Acres Advertising Cost  
Reduced newsletter ad space cost for members.  Con-
tact vicepresident@desotoacres.org for ad sizes and 
pricing. 
       Note: Dues payments between Jan. and Nov. 2017 
are recorded as 2017 dues unless otherwise noted. 

Thank you for your support! 

Apply Dues to year(s):   
Name:   
Name:   
Property Address:   
Mail Address:   
City:   
State, Zip:   
Phone:   
Cell:   
Fax:   

Work:   

Email(s):   
Email(s):  _ 

Business Directory Listing: 
  
Company Name  
  
Company phone number 
  
Company Tag Line (48 characters / spaces maximum length) 

T-Shirt: I want to purchase ________XL _______XXL 
T-Shirt at $5.00 each. Payment of $__________  enclosed. 

Calendar Year 2017 Dues are Due 
 

If you received a return envelope to the Association 
in this newsletter, your 2017 Dues have not been re-
ceived.  Please use this enclosed envelope, fill out the 
form below, and mail with your check to DeSoto Acres 
Association, P.O. Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270.  

Check your membership dues status below. 

These members have paid 2017: 

Abernathy; Anderson; Andrews; Baker; Baxter/Beer; 
Berrier; Berthold; Bournival; Byers: Cattin; Chambers; 
Colbert; Crooke; Dewald; Dowd; Duong; Dygert; Fa-
sold; Fernandez; Friedman; Garfinkel; Giacoia; Gock-
ley,N&J; Gockley,V; Goolsby; Gore; Gregg; Grimes; 
Gutierrez,A; Gutierrez,K&J; Hafner; Harvey; Hassel-
bring; Hayes; Heere; Hudspeth/Wilson; Hultquist; Jack-
son,W; Johnson,G&C; Jung; Kocur; Latimer; Lima; Lip-
man; Lobo; Lovesky A; Marrocco; Martin; McNeil/
Unus; Miller; Murray; Noël/Paquette; Pace; Raskin; 
Roberts C; Shinn; Short; Siem; Silvis; Snyder; Starkey/
Lay; Stenglein; Stokes; Wake; Washer; Welch; White; 
Willliams A; Wilson.  

These members have prepaid 2018   
or later (see year): 

Abernathy; Andrews(2020); Baker; Baxter/Beer(2018); 
Berthold(2019): Colbert; Crooke; Dygert; Fasold(2019); 
Fernandez; Gockley,V; Gregg(2019); Grimes; Hasselbring; 
Hayes; Johnson,G&C(2019); Kocur(2019); Latimer(2019); 
Lima; Lipman(2023); Lobo(2019); Lovesky,A(2019);  Mar-
tin; Raskin; Roberts,C; Wilson; White. 



 

 13 



 

14  

Meet Our Newest Board Members 
Open nominations from the floor for new board 

members was met with a degree of enthusiasm not 
usually seen at our January General meetings.  With 
equal enthusiasm, we present our newest members; 
each elected to a three-year term.   

Alberto Gutierrez Jr was born in Bogotá 
Colombia. He played tennis professionally for 5 years, 
traveling around the world before deciding to move to 
the US in 2003. He attended Florida Gulf Coast 
University with a full scholarship for tennis and earned 
a degree in finance. He and his wife Kristi searched 
Desoto Acres for 5 years looking for their home. They 
at last found the perfect lot on 59th street in early 2014. 
They wanted a large yard where they could build a 
tennis court, a nice pool and still have plenty of room 

for their rescued greyhound to run.  
Originally from Brooklyn (although he makes it 

sound much more lyrical) John Murray and his wife 
live in what old timer Acres folks refer to as Woody’s 
place, on the corner of 47th and Tuttle. John decided 
to raise his hand and give our board a try in order to 
“do our part in a place my wife and I have already 
fallen in love with”. Both John and his wife are master 
gardeners, and sometime during their two years 
digging and planting in the Acres, have named their 
place “Oasis Sarasota”.  May the love continue. 

Celeste Welch and her  husband and their  
children have lived on 57th street for the past five 
years. She and her husband operate Sulcata grove and 
are registered with the state and licensed to sell eggs, 
honey and fruit trees. They chose Sarasota by 
determining it was south of the hard freeze line, so they 
would have a safe place to raise their tropical trees.  
They currently have producing beehives at their 
DeSoto Acres home and want remind Acres neighbors 
to bee extra careful with pesticide use as our nation’s 
honeybees are in danger. 

Michael “Mick” Hickmott is originally from 
Ireland by way of our neighbor to the north, Canada. 
While in Canada, Mick owned a cable TV company 
and worked as a management consultant for their 
federal government.  He and his wife Fonda now own 
and maintain local rental properties. Fonda is a CPA 
and works as a financial software tester for Vertex. 
They have lived in Desoto Acres for six years are very 
happy with their home.  “We don’t plan on ever 
moving”, states Mick. 

If you wish to participate on the DeSoto Acres 
Board, at any time during the year, contact Bob Heere, 
President to indicate your interest.  We welcome your 
input into DeSoto Acres’ Future. 

DESOTO ACRES COMMITTEES 

Officers 
Robert Heere (2016) 
President    941-374-0772  
President@DeSotoAcres.org 
Jane A. Paquette (2016)  
Vice President     
941-355-7070 
VicePresdent@DeSotoAcres.org 
Laura Andrews (2018)  
Treasurer 
Treasurer@DeSotoAcres.org 
Jennifer Lay (2018)  
Secretary     941-351-3230 
Secretary@DeSotoAcres.org 

Directors 
Vickie Crooke (2018)
Director9@DeSotoAcres.org 
Judy Dygert (2017) 
941-650-1600 
Director1@DeSotoAcres.org 
Jim Gregg (2018)  
941-745-0289          
Director3@DeSotoAcres.org                         

Alberto Gutierrez (2017)
Director8@DeSotoAcres.org 
Dale H. Hasselbring (2016) 
941-650-6721 
Director5@DeSotoAcres.org 
Michael Hickmott (2019) 
941-580-4852 
Director9@DeSotoAcres.org 
Terry Lipman (2018) 
941-504-4386 
Director6@DeSotoAcres.org 
Lance Lobo (2017) 
941-284-7300 
Director7@DeSotoAcres.org 
John Murray (2019)
Director4@DeSotoAcres.org 
941-706-0430 
Celeste Welch (2019)
Director5@DeSotoAcres.org 

Board members are elected by 
the Association Resident Mem-
bers at the Annual Meeting. 

Association Website 
Lance Lobo - Chair 

Community Clean-up 
Paul Luzardo - Chair 
Sam Miller - Co-Chair 

Land Planning 
Jane Paquette - Chair 
Laura Andrews, Pam Bournival 
Judy Dygert, Jim Gregg 
Lance Lobo, Sam Miller 

Association Yard Sale 
Bob Heere - Chair  

Association Advertising 
Jane Paquette 

Association Newsletter 
Jane Paquette - Chair 
Diana Harvey 

Community Signs 
Lance Lobo - Chair 

DESOTOACRES ASSOCIATION, INC  
2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
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www.DeSotoAcres.org 
DeSoto Acres Association Website 

Stay Informed and Check  
The DeSoto Acres Association Website  

for Announcements & updates 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
HOME PRODUCTS 

Good Earth Pure Soap See ad, pg 3….... 941.400.8607 
Handmade Natural & Nourishing Soaps 

Decorating Madness, Inc. ……………….941.266.6303 
   Custom window treatments & bedding 
Yellow Barn ……………………………......…941.355.1656 
  Exclusive handmade items made with personality!  

HOME SERVICES 
Ace Electric Inc.……………...……...….....941.362.4508  

Leaders in the Service Industry 
Andrew’s Tree Service …………...…......941.351.8195  

Tree Service, Stump Removal & Grinding  
Gulf & Bay Constructors Inc. ………….941.351.4268 
   Constructing with Experience 
Elite Quality Lawn & Tree …………......941.539.5091 

Expert Tree Trimming / Removal & Landscaping  
Mirasol Fafco Solar See ad, pg 10 ..…….866.997.6527 
   Lower Your Energy Cost 
Professional Plumbing See ad, pg 11 …....941.355.5400 
   Check out Our “On-time or Free” guarantee 
SOL Design Studio llc See ad, pg 2…......941.355-7070  

Architectural & Interior Design & Renovation 
Terry Lipman The Right Plant Guy..….....941.504.4386  

ISA Certified Arborist & Agronomist  
Terry’s Tree Service..See ad, pg 13…........941.748.4484  

Arboriculture with a Difference! 
MEDICAL SERVICES 

Abrams Dermatology See ad, pg 5...…….941.926.2300 
   Your Dermatology Specialists - 3328 Bee Ridge Rd. 
Parkway Ridge Dental See ad, pg 7........941.358.8830 
   The Fine Art of Gentle Quality Dentistry 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
301 Kwikie See ad, pg 5....…..….………….941.365.4433 
   Your Neighborhood Printer to over 30 Years 
Antique Buyers See ad, pg 4 .....……..….…941.232.1177 
  Seeking Quality Art & Antiques  
Barry’s Trailers ……………………….. 941.953.3468 
   Utility, Cargo, & Boat Trailers-Sales-Service-Parts 
Gateway Private Investing See ad, pg 2 ...941.306.0132 
   Common Sense Investment Advice 
Eastep Photography  ……..……………….941.355.9605 
   Art, Architecture, and Advertising visual professional 
Ernie’s Truck&Auto Repair Ad, pg 11…..941.355.9759 
   Complete automotive repair service - ASE Certified 

Gateway Bank See ad, pg 14..………..……..941.355.5749 
   Your locally owned neighborhood bank 
Healing From the Heart ……………….….941.358.0807 
  Family Business Consulting, Kathleen Raskin MBA CCH 
Keels & Wheels Magazine ……….. …....941.351.2411 
   Advertising New & Used boat / car sales in SW FL 
Print my T’s …………………………….941.706.0561 

Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery 
REMAX Alliance Group See ad, pg 9 .....941-724-3448 
   Call Lee Brewer today! Your local real estate expert  
Wayne’s World Tennis ……………….....…248.705.2262 
  Private Tennis Lessons in DeSoto Acres  

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 
Sarasota Friends Meeting ……………..…....941.358.5759 
   57th & Lockwood Ridge Rd.  

SARASOTA COUNTY (North County) 
County Main Number / Call Center ..…941.861.5000 
211 Referral Line………………………….……….211 
Agriculture Extension……………..…… 941.861.9900 
American Red Cross …………………....941.379.9300 
Animal Services……………………….... 941.861.9500 
Building Permits….……………………..941.861.6678 
Catholic Charities ………….…….……. 941.355.5965 
Code Enforcement ……………………… 941.861.5000 
County Commissioners………………… 941.861.5344 
Evacuation Information ………………. 941.861.5000 
FPL (street light out)………………..…. 800.226.3545 
FPL (general number) ………..………. 800.468.8243 
Fire prevention ………..………..……… 941.861.2290 
Fire Hazards……………………..…..…. 941.861.2290 
Garbage and Recycling……………...….941.861.6731 
Highway Patrol …………………..…..…941.492.5850 
Salvation Army…………………....…… 941.954.4673 
Sheriff Dept. Non-Emergency Number. 941.861.5800 
Sheriff Dept. Emergency Number…….…...……. 911 
Suncoast Communities Blood Banks….. 866.972.5663 
United Way……………………………... 941.366.2686 
Waste Management………….……….…941.493.4100 

May 2017 Newsletter Deadline  
Articles & Advertising 
Friday, Apr. 14, 2017 
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Country Estates in the Heart of Town 

DeSoto Acres Association Community Newsletter February 2017 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

DeSoto Acres Association Annual Resident Meeting - Review 
Mr. Mike Moran, our new District One Com-

missioner, introduced himself to our residents at the 
DeSoto Acres (DSA) Association Annual Resident 
Meeting and spoke about Sarasota County’s funding 
challenges given the many projects and assets to 
maintain around the County.  Mr. Moran’s focus is to 
address necessary funding of current County assets 
before adding more assets to the roster.   

Many residents were very pleased Mr. Moran 
spoke to the DeSoto Acres Community. His insur-
ance career path lead many to believe he will be an 
excellent steward of our tax dollars. 

Mr. Moran addressed questions from the resi-
dents, specifically;  

Tuttle Avenue swales and drainage.  A request 
was made to review the drainage along Tuttle Ave-
nue from 61st St to 47th St due to flooding during the 
rainy season.  The road run off accumulates in many 
residents’ yards. 

Right-of-Way Mowing (ROW) in DeSoto 
Acres.  A request was made for a blanket review, not 
a parcel by parcel review, of all DeSoto Acres ROWs 
to establish definitive criteria and then evaluation to 
determine if the swale(s) slope, depth, etc. is prohibi-
tive for residents to mow using typical residential 

lawn equipment.  The overall review would be coor-
dinated with the DeSoto Acres Association.   

47th and Tuttle Ave a major  Traffic incident 
intersection.  The resident living at the corner of 47th 
and Tuttle noted this is the “DeSoto Acres Rectan-
gle”  similar to the “Bermuda Triangle” as numerous 
incidents including major accidents happen at this 
intersection.  The resident asked for the County to put 
in a stop sign or light at this intersection.   

County Owned Property at Tuttle and MLK 
PID #0028-08-0001.  What is the status of the Coun-
ty’s plans to develop this property into a sports park? 

 Mr. Moran indicated he will follow-up with 
DeSoto Acres Association Board on these topics.   

The DeSoto Acres Board presented the Commit-
tee Updates including the Traffic Follow-up from the 
2016 Annual Meeting.  A couple of the items noted 
were: the double-solid line along all of DeSoto Rd 
between Lockwood Ridge and US 301, lane configu-
ration changes at University and Tuttle going North. 
More traffic updates in the May newsletter.   

Residents’ feedback of the annual meeting has 
been: the business showcase is helpful, the social 
hour is fun and the resident meeting informative. 


