
 

   

DEVELOPER INTEREST IN PROPERTIES ALONG UNI-

VERSITY PARKWAY HAS PICKED UP between Shade Av-

enue and Lockwood Ridge Road. Two developers are 

proposing two different projects, an office building and 

an assisted living facility. 

OPI/PD Zoning 

Properties along University Parkway between 301 

and Lockwood Ridge Road are designated Light Of-

fice, zoned OPI/PD. This designation was adopted in 

1996 and was an outcome of the University Parkway 

Corridor Plan - West discussions with Sarasota County, 

DeSoto Acres (DSA) Association Board and DeSoto 

Acres residents. The intent of the OPI designation in 

the area between U.S. 301 and Lockwood Ridge Road 

is to permit low-intensity office, professional and insti-

tutional uses that will not adversely affect either traffic 

flow and safety or those living in the adjacent low-

density residential area.  

The current zoning code maintains the 1996 intent 

of the OPI/PD zoning designation in a Planned District.   

 The OPI/PD District provides for offices, institution-

al, cultural and allied uses.   

 Upper-story residential uses are also allowed as an 

ancillary use to a professional or business office.   

 The district is not retail commercial in character.  

OPI/PD development must be designed to minimize 

the impacts of the development on the adjacent resi-

dential area.   

 The OPI/PD concept plans are binding. 

 Light Office developments are typically character-

ized by building of one or two stories that do not 

exceed 15,000 sqft per building. Site design is sensi-

tive to adjacent residential areas with regard to such 

things as building location, building orientation, 

dumpster location, buffering, landscape and lighting. 

Assisted Living Facility 

OPI/PD zoning permits Group Living subject to 

limitations outlined in the zoning code section 5.3.2.c. 

The developer is reviewing the properties at 2630 Uni-

versity Parkway and 2700 University Parkway, located 

west of Tuttle Avenue. The project has not been sub-

mitted to Sarasota County, there is no formal applica-

tion at this time.  Your DSA Association Board was 

invited to meet with the developer and his team to re-

view the preliminary project site plan.  The developer 

requested a variance to put 40 feet of the project into 

the RE-1 zoning to the south. Your DSA Association 

Board discussed the need to keep the project within the 

OPI/PD zoning. Site adjustment options were discussed 

which the developer will review.  

Office Building 

The Owner of the site at University Parkway on the 

east side of Traylor has made a formal petition to Sara-

sota County to rezone the parcel from RE-1 to OPI/PD, 

consistent with the land-use designation of Light Office 

and the University Park Corridor Plan - West.  The 

public workshop details are below.  Please attend to 

view and comment on the proposed Binding Develop-

ment Concept Plan.  More information is found at 

www.scgov.net and type in the key word workshop. 

May 2015 

Developer Activity in DeSoto Acres & 

Public Neighborhood Workshop 

Notice of a Public  
Neighborhood Workshop 

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 6:00 PM.  
Longwood Park Community Park  

6050 Longwood Boulevard, 

Sarasota, Florida 34243 

The purpose of the Neighborhood Workshop is to 

discuss a proposed Rezone Petition on a single par-

cel totaling 1.92+ acres and is proposing an office 

park to be called University/Traylor Office Plaza 

with a two-story office building located at 6250 

Traylor Avenue, Sarasota, Florida 34243.  

Your Input is Important 
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 Color newsletter is on line and sent to your email address. 

The warm weather is here and brings the po-

tential for hurricanes and we, as residents, need to 

prepare for the summer storm season by making 

sure to have a plan in the event of severe weather. 

The same efforts we put into storm preparation 

need to be put into regular yard cleanup to limit 

the potential of flying debris. Also essential is 

maintaining your home’s exterior integrity to suc-

cessfully weather a storm. 

The warm weather also seems the time when 

developers look to make their projects a reality. 

As you read, we have two projects along Univer-

sity Parkway, one in the formal application pro-

cess. Maintaining neighborhood unity is the key 

to keeping the integrity of DeSoto Acres’ residen-

tial character. Your DeSoto Acres Association 

Board Members will continue to work for the in-

tegrity of our area and to keep you informed of 

potential land developments and changes that af-

fect our neighborhood. 

I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer 

in our County Estates in the Heart of Town. 

Message from President 

Bob Heere 
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SARASOTA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

IS IN PROGRESS.  Cycle 2 - Mobility started on May 4 

and runs through June 30, 2015. Mobility refers to the 

movement of people.  It effectively and efficiently 

moves people and goods, shapes urban form, affects 

economic vitality and impacts quality of life. This Cy-

cle’s topic areas include bicycle and pedestrian net-

works, trails, traffic circulation, public transit, aviation, 

water transit and rail. 

Public input workshops are scheduled:  

 County Operations Center, May 28 at 2pm 

 Venice, June 17 at 4:30 to 6:30pm,  

 North Port, June 25th at 4:30 to 6:30pm, and 

 Sarasota, June 20th at 11:00am to 1:00pm. 

Traffic, pedestrian, bicycle and horse circulation is a 

big topic in DeSoto Acres especially along Tuttle and 

DeSoto Rd.  We also have mobility challenges on our 

cross streets.  Attend the Mobility workshop to provide 

your input for the County and our area.  

For more information go to www.scgov.net/

CompPlanUpdate. 

Your input to Sarasota County’s and DeSoto Acres 

subdivision’s mobility future is important.  If your 

schedule permits, plan to attend. 

Sarasota County Is Planning for 

the Next Ten Years and 

Wants Your Input 
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane in Our DeSoto Acres 

  

Before we were married, my husband and I used to 
drive through Desoto Acres, like everyone else seems 
to aimlessly do , and fantasize about the life we 
could never have in these beautiful two-acre+ estates. 
We would pick different roads each time and daydream 
about what life must be like with such wonderfully 
large properties, teeming with trees, canopy roads, and 
gorgeous greenery. 

When the time came for us to upgrade from a condo 
to a house we decided to look for a MAJOR fixer-upper 
in the area. We rolled up our sleeves, determined to 
take on any task. We met with a realtor to look at a fix-
er-upper on 49th St which today has been renovated 
into a beautiful property. The next house we went to 
see, we loved!  It was  a great  lot on  a  quiet street and 

the house was quite charming, but still needed quite a 
bit of work AND was entirely out of our price 
range…….sigh. Time can be an ally and after many 
months the price dropped. We were in! 

The first morning we woke up in our home, we 
looked left and then right.  We enjoyed beautiful green-
ery all around. We couldn't believe our fortune. Even 
as a fixer-upper, our home was an amazing place from 
the start. With the living space on the 2nd story, our 
upside-down house became our very own tree house.  
And so it was named. 

After eight years, we still feel like one of the lucki-
est families alive to live in our tree home-sweet-home 
in DeSoto Acres. We look forward to many more 
years, watching our kids grow and play blissfully in the 
woods - right around the corner from civilization.  It 
just doesn’t get better than this. 

   From Connie, 12+ years on 59th Street 

In 2002, my son was active in horseback riding com-
petitions. We had two horses, both jumpers, which we 
boarded at the trainer’s barn. One evening, the trainer 
announced to the class that the barn was closing in ex-
actly two weeks, so we would all have to make ar-
rangements to move our horses elsewhere. She and her 
husband were selling the farm and moving out of state.  

We were stunned. Our first thought was to sell the 
horses, but we quickly abandoned that idea and started 
looking instead for someplace where we could bring 
them home. We looked at several farms in east Mana-
tee and Sarasota counties, but nothing seemed worka-
ble. My husband teaches at New College, and the idea 
of driving 45 minutes back and forth to work every day 
seemed insupportable. Our realtor assured us, however, 
that there were no horse properties west of I-75 in Sar-
asota County. Then our friend called to say that her 
neighbor's house on 59th St. had just gone up for sale. 
We wasted no time. We toured the house, walked the 
property, and made an offer.  

In January 2003, we moved in and quickly got to 

work. We found ourselves a barn builder. We had a 
wooden horse fence installed. A neighbor plowed one 
of the fields for us. We planted pasture grass in one 
field and set up a riding arena in another. We drove out 
in my husband's little Nissan pickup and loaded up a 
supply of hay, feed, stall mats, and wood shavings. 
Then, boom, everything was ready. We brought the 
horses home and introduced them to their brand-new 
walk-in stalls. They approved. They were home at last.  

   Nayda, 8 years on 59th Street 
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Improving Our Visual Buffer 

Next to Industrial Property 

Sarasota County Recycling 

Has Expanded 

YOUR DESOTO ACRES (DSA) ASSOCIATION BOARD 

CONTACTED THE OWNER OF THE COMMERCIAL PROPER-

TY AT Middle and 53rd St. regarding the visual buffer 

between the residential and commercial zoning areas.   

Prior to contacting the Owner, your Association 

Board and resident Bruce Freeman researched the per-

mitted site plans. The property was developed in 2003. 

The plans indicate a 6’ height chain link fence, two en-

trances on 53rd St., a 6’ wide landscape buffer inside 

and next to the chain link fence with a 5’ wide sidewalk 

on the street side of the chain link fence. The landscape 

buffer has no requirements for opacity or height. 

The Owner installed bushes in the landscape buffer 

and opaque privacy slats in the chain link fence. After 

10+ years, the privacy slats were degrading. 

DSA Association Board member Ted Wittman talked 

with the Owner who was very amenable to fixing the 

chain link fence privacy slats along 53rd St.  The Owner 

updated the privacy slats at the beginning of the year. 

The DSA Association Board and residents thank the 

property Owner for updating the visual buffer. We ap-

preciate the fence maintenance  as it helps our overall 

subdivision property values.  

Did you know that recycling is mandatory by law in 

Sarasota County since 1993. The recycling program is 

continuing to move forward in Sarasota County and has 

expanded its program to include pizza boxes in the red 

bins and all plastics except #6 in the blue bins.  Unfor-

tunately the County still does not accept plastic bags or 

Styrofoam. 

Here is the link to the County recycling program de-

tailing the  respective items - https://www.scgov.net/

Solid_Waste/Pages/HomeTrash.aspx, click “Residential 

Recycle List.” 

Additional items that may be collected curbside in-

clude used motor oil, oil filters, and electronics. Oil 

should be placed in a container with a screw top lid 

and filters should placed in clear plastic bags as de-

scribed in the Residential How-To Guide. Pickups for 

electronics should be scheduled at least 48 hours in ad-

vance with Waste Management. 

For more information on how to properly prepare 

both garbage and recyclable items for curbside pickup, 

view the Residential How-To Guide at https://

www.scgov.net/Solid_Waste/Documents/Residential%

20How-To%20Guide.pdf 
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The County held a public workshop on January 27, 
2015 to discuss proposed sidewalks in DeSoto Acres  
(DSA) subdivision (west of Lockwood Ridge Road).  
The proposed sidewalk locations are: 

 Tuttle Avenue (from 61st St to Myrtle St) – East 
side of the street. 

 DeSoto Road (from 301 to Lockwood Ridge Rd) 
– South side of the street. 

 47th Street (from Shade Ave to Lockwood Ridge 
Rd) – South side of the street. 

 Shade Avenue (from DeSoto Road South to 
47th St) – West side of the street. 

Residents turned out to review the proposed plans, 
talk to County Staff, and provide comments about the 
proposed locations and designs.  Your DSA Associa-
tion Board recommended to the Sidewalk Design Team 
to put a hold on the sidewalk project west of Lockwood 
Ridge in order to coordinate with the upcoming North 
Lockwood Ridge Corridor Study which may include 
all of DeSoto Acres Subdivision and, at this time, to 
eliminate three of the four proposed sidewalk locations. 
Sidewalks along Tuttle Ave provide a clear connectivi-
ty between two points of destination. To read the full 
DSA Association Board letter please see our Associa-
tion website, DeSotoAcres.org. 

The County provided the following update on April 

23, 2015, “Since our last public meeting and corre-
spondence … regarding the sidewalk project on the 
west side of Lockwood Ridge Road, there has been sol-
id collaboration with various departments of Sarasota 
County, and it’s been determined that the design is 
temporarily placed on hold. Currently, Capital Projects 
is crafting a response to the Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) to be presented in May, to expound 
further the next steps, going forward.  Additionally, we 
would be happy to provide a copy of the Board report 
for your reference, after it has been presented. 

As previously mentioned, we have focused our pro-
ject work on the east side of Lockwood Ridge, due to 
the overwhelming support from the residents.” 

Your DSA Association President Bob Heere and 
Vice President Jane Paquette met with Commissioner 
Mason to review our recommendation and residents’ 
comments / concerns.  We discussed in depth resi-
dents’ feedback and how it was perceived by the side-
walk design team.  While our responses may be per-
ceived as less than supportive, it was because we had 
more questions than the staff had answers regarding the 
sidewalk locations and designs. As of this printing the 
May BOCC presentation was not scheduled. 

Thank you, to all our residents, for your valuable 
input on the proposed sidewalks.   

County Proposed Sidewalks in DeSoto Acres  
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DeSoto Acres Real Estate Update 

ARTICLE BY: LEE BREWER, BROKER/REALTOR CDPE,  EQUATOR PLATIMUN CERTIFIED 

WITH REMAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

DeSoto Acres January February March April 

Single Family 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 

Homes for Sale* 6 5 5 4 4 2 5 6 

Homes Sold* 0 1 0 5 0 2 0 1 

Pending Sales* 0 7 0 7 0 6 0 6 

Average Days on 

Market* 

No 

Sales 
8 

No 

Sales 
130 

No 

Sales 
11 

No 

Sales 
286.0 

Median Sale 

Price (000)* 

No 

Sales 
140.0 

No 

Sales 
308.5 

No 

Sales 
287.3* 

No 

Sales 
330.0 

Sold Price vs 

Orig. List Price* 

No 

Sales 
94.0 

No 

Sales 
95.2 

No 

Sales 
91.5 

No 

Sales 
95.7 

DeSoto Acres 

Home Sales 
Living 

Sq Ft* 

Beds/

Baths* 

Sale Price 

(000) 

2447 49th St. 2,004 3/2 $140,000 

3027 59th St. 2,465 3/2 $201,800 

2726 DeSoto Rd. 4,522 4/4 $240,000 

2541 DeSoto Rd. 3,308 3/4 $288,000 

5947 N. Tuttle Ave. 1,761 3/2 $308,500 

2135 59th St. 1,868 3/3 $310,000 

2270 DeSoto Rd. 1,578 2/1 $330,000 

2575 51st St. 2,118 4/3 $330,000 

2843 47th St. 2,781 5/2 $334,700 

DESOTO ACRES SALES JAN 2015 - APR 2015 

2015 is off to a strong start in DeSoto Acres subdi-

vision.  Last year, there were no sales in the first six 

months of the year.  This year-to-date there have al-

ready been nine home sales.  Of those sales, three were 

bank owned and one was a short sale.  Of the pending 

sales, two are short sales.  Perhaps even more interest-

ing is that of the five homes currently on the market, 

none are distressed sales.  This could be a sign that the 

market health of the community as a whole has im-

proved.  Prices appear to be moving upward as inven-

tory and days on market are lower than this time in 

2014. 
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$101,000 a very good indication for DeSoto Acres area 

value and hopefully will continue. 

Sarasota County has also experienced near record 

high sales for the first quarter of 2015, just shy of sales 

reported in the first quarter of 2014.  The March median 

sale price for the county was $207,500, a 9.5% increase 

over last year's $189,500.  The supply of inventory was 

between 4.5 and 4.7 months.  6 months inventory is 

thought to indicate market equilibrium - current figures 

indicate a seller's market. 

In short, by the numbers, it is a good time to sell.  As 

always, homes that are updated and well 

maintained including landscaping command 

the best prices and take the least time to sell. 

Assess and address your property’s mainte-

nance requirements every year. Should you 

have any real estate related questions or 

would like to buy or sell your home, I am 

happy to make time to help you.    

    Until then should you have any real estate 

needs, please call Lee Brewer, direct: 

941.308.3877,cell:941.724.3448, 

www.leebrewer.com.  

*    Data sources: Multiple Listing Service, Sarasota Associa-

tion of Realtors, Facts and Trends, Sarasota County Property 

Appraiser and Zillow.com which are solely responsible for 

their accuracy. 

Reviewing the nine homes sold in DeSoto Acres be-

tween January and April 2015, they had a median sqft 

sale price of $120. The median sale price is a good indi-

cation of the price of real estate in an area.  It is the 

midway point of  the houses sold during the set time 

period.  This differs from an average which is adding 

the sold prices together and then dividing this by the 

number of sales. The homes had a median of 2,118 sqft. 

The median sale price of the nine homes sold was 

$308,500.  The DeSoto Acres median price was higher 

than the Sarasota County median sale price by 

Sarasota County January February March April 

Single Family 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 

Homes for Sale* 3308 2965 3430 3052 3298 3039 3297 NA 

Homes Sold* 502 514 532 585 698 789 759 NA 

Pending Sales* 653 667 695 663 818 718 715 NA 

Average Days on 

Market* 
51 48 58 49 56 43 75 NA 

Median Sale 

Price (000)* 
188.8 190.0 185.0 196.0 189.5 207.5 196.0 NA 

Sold Price vs 

Orig. List Price* 
92.0 92.5 92.3 93.3 92.9 94.1 92.1 NA 

SARASOTA COUNTY SALES JAN 2015 - APR 2015 
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DeSoto Acres Resident Dues, Business Listing and T-shirt Form 
Mail in an envelope to: DeSoto Acres Association, Inc., P.O.Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270.  

Checks payable to: DeSoto Acres Association,  Inc. 

Join DeSoto Acres Association 

  and take advantage of Benefits! 
 

JOIN THE DESOTO ACRES ASSOCIATION TO ENJOY 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS.  Dues are $25.00 per year 

(no matter  how  many lots  you  own).  If you wish to 

prepay dues for future years, mark your check accord-

ingly. Please complete the form below. (See the lists 

on the right to check your status.) 
 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

Community Yard Sale 

Membership includes participation in the Association 

Yard Sale Locator Map.  

Association Voting  
Have a say in your Association’s priorities and elec-

tions.  With your membership, you vote on many im-

portant events and issues that shape the future of 

DeSoto Acres including your Board of Directors.   

Newsletter & Website Business Listing 

Free Business listing with your membership. Email the 

name of your company, phone number and tag line (no 

more than 48 characters/spaces per line) to jano-

el@comcast.net.  Or use the form below to send in 

your company information. If you haven’t paid your  

2015 dues, include with your information. 
 

DeSoto Acres Newsletter Ad Space 

 Reduced ad space price for members.  Contact Jane 

Paquette at vicepresident@desotoacres.org for ad sizes 

and member pricing. 
 

JOIN TODAY! 

Apply Dues to year(s):   

Name:   

Name:   

Property Address:   

Mail Address:   

City:   

State, Zip:   

Phone:   

Cell:   

Fax:   

Work:   

Email(s):   

Email(s):  _ 

Business Directory Listing: 

  
Company Name  

  
Company phone number 

  
Company Tag Line (48 characters / spaces maximum length) 

T-Shirt: I want to purchase ____ L _____XL ____XXL 

T-Shirt at $5.00 each. Payment of $_________  enclosed. 

Calendar Year 2015 Dues are Due 
 

Please use the enclosed envelope, fill out the form be-

low and mail with your check to DeSoto Acres Assoc. 

Check your membership dues status below 

These members have paid 2015: 
Abernathy; Alexander; Anderson; Andres; Andrews; Arvay; 

Baker; Batista; Baxter/Beer; Bellamy; Berrier; Berthold, C; 

Bournival; Boyd; Brand; Byers: Callahan; Chiusano; Coller; 

Cristiani; Crooke; Curtis; Colbert; Dewald; Dogancay; Dygert; 

Eavis: Elwood; Fasold; Feagans; Fenton; Fernandez; Forgard; 

Fowler; Fox,M; Fox,R; Franklin; Gabbert; Garfinkel; Gibelli-

na; Gimenez; Glanden; Gockley,J&N; Gockley,V; Goodman; 

Goolsby; Greenberg; Gregg; Greiner; Grimes; Grosvenor; 

Handgen; Harvey; Hasselbring; Hayes; Haynes; Heere; High-

tower; Honackie; Horst; Irwin; Jackson; Janis; Jiderda; John-

son; Jones: Jungmann; Kelln,T; Kluver; Kneifel; Kocur; Kohrs; 

Langston; Latimer; Lenox; Lima; Lipman; Lobo; Lonicker; 

Lovesky,A; Malinsky; Martin; Mayer; McNaughton,M; 

McNeil/Unus; Miller,S; Neal; Noël/Paquette; Norwood/

Johnson; O’Connor,Walter; Oberg; Olejnikow; Pace; Pinson; 

Podgis; Raskin; Robben; Roberts,C; Rochette; Seyfried; Shinn; 

Short; Silvis; Slakans; Snyder; Society of the C. Apos.; Spar-

ling; Starkey; Stenglein; Stokes; Taylor; Teshima; Utley; 

VandeMheen; Wake; Warren; Welch; Williams,A; Williams,J; 

Wilson; Wittman; Workman.  

These members have prepaid 2016  

or later (see year): 

Andrews (2017); Baxter/Beer (2018); Berthold, C; Chiusano; 

Colbert; Elwood; Fasold (2017) Feagans: Fowler; Fox,M; Gar-

finkel (2017); Gibellina; Gockley (2018); Goolsby; Gregg; 

Grimes; Hasselbring (2018); Heere; Hightower; Jackson; Janis; 

Kluver; Latimer; Lima (2018); Malinsky; Martin (2018); 

McNeil/Unus; Raskin (2018); Roberts,C; Society of the C. 

Apos.; Snyder (2017); Welch (2018); Wilson. 

Please call 941-650-1600 if your records disagree. 

   Thank you for supporting your neighborhood. 
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COP’S CORNER 
As Reported by 

Sarasota County 

Sheriff’s Department 

IT’S SUMMER TIME AND SOME OF US GET AWAY 

FROM THE HEAT FOR AN EXTENDED TIME PERIOD. Here 

are some tips from the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office 

to protect your home if you are away. 

 Be certain all windows and doors are locked. 

 A “lived-in” appearance is a deterrent to burglars. 

Never leave notes on doors and have a friend or 

neighbor pick up your mail daily, or ask the post of-

fice to hold your mail. 

 Leave one or more interior lights on and perhaps have 

a radio playing. Purchase timers to turn your lights on 

and off. 

 Purchase exterior lighting with photocell activation 

which enables the “dusk to dawn” feature to ensure 

lights are in use at the appropriate time of day.  Addi-

tional lighting with motion sensors is another smart 

choice. 

 Never leave keys under flower pots or doormats, over 

the doorway or in other obvious places. 

 Inform a trustworthy neighbor of your absence so 

they can be alert for suspicious activity. 

See the Sheriff’s office website for a lot more sugges-

tions at www.sarasotasheriff.org under “Crime Preven-

tion”, “Safety Information”, “Protect Your Home.” 

               Jan. 1, 2015 to Apr. 30, 2015 

   Date     Crime Type      Location  

01/05/2015 Theft - Auto 2900’s 57th Street 

01/06/2015 Burglary - Res 2700’s 61st Street 

01/13/2015 Theft - Larceny 2800’s DeSoto Road 

01/31/2015 Theft - Larceny 3100’s 61st Street 

02/09/2015 Theft - Larceny 4900’s Traylor Avenue 

03/02/2015 Theft - Larceny 2600’s 51st Street 

03/12/2015 Theft - Larceny 2600’s 49th Street 

04/05/2015 Theft - Larceny 3000’S 49th Street 

04/17/2015 Burglary 2800’s 59th Street 

04/23/2015 Burglary 2800’s 59th Street 

04/24/2015 Robbery - Res 2700’s 61st Street 

04/29/2015 Theft - Larceny 6100’s Shade Avenue 

Please report suspicious individuals or  

vehicles right away to the Sheriff’s Department by 

calling 911! 

The Health Department of Sarasota County recom-

mends the following for the public regarding wild ani-

mals.  The advice is based on wild animals spreading 

rabies. Rabies is a disease of the nervous system and is 

fatal to warm blooded animals and humans.   

 Do not handle, feed, or unintentionally attract wild 

animals with open garbage cans or litter. 

 Never adopt wild animals or bring them into your 

home. 

 Teach children never to handle unfamiliar animals, 

wild or domestic, even if they appear friendly. 

 Call your local animal control agency to remove any 

stray animals from your neighborhood. 

 Keep rabies vaccinations up to date for all pets. 

 Keep your pets under direct supervision so they do 

not come in contact with wild animals. 

 If your pet is bitten by a wild animal, seek veterinary 

assistance for the animal immediately and contact 

Sarasota County Animal Services at 941-861-9500. 

Rabies does occur in Sarasota County, as recently as 

3/25/2015, when a domestic animal was attacked by an 

unknown animal and tested positive for rabies.  See 

Sarasota.FloridaHealth.gov for more information. 

Don’t Feed Wild Animals 

Sarasota County Health Depart. 
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Judy Dygert (2017) 

2217 DeSoto Rd., Sarasota, FL 34234 

941-650-1600 

Director1@DeSotoAcres.org 

Jim Gregg (2015)  

2422 53rd St., Sarasota, FL 34234  

941-745-0289          

Director3@DeSotoAcres.org                         

Diana Harvey (2016) 

2613 59th St., Sarasota, FL 34243   

941-351-5713  

Director4@DeSotoAcres.org                    

Dale H. Hasselbring (2016) 

2746 53rd St., Sarasota, FL 34234 

941-650-6721 

Director5@DeSotoAcres.org 

 

 

 

Terry Lipman (2015) 

2710 53rd St., Sarasota, FL 34234 

941-504-4386 

Director6@DeSotoAcres.org 

Lance Lobo (2017) 

2445 47th St., Sarasota, FL 34234 

941-284-7300 

Director7@DeSotoAcres.org 
 

Theodore Wittman (2015)  
2255 61st St., Sarasota, FL 34243 

941-355-1003 

Director9@DeSotoAcres.org 
 

Cathy Vande Mheen (2015) 

2843 DeSoto Rd., Sarasota, FL 34234 

941-993-0671 

Director10@DeSotoAcres.org 

Directors 

DESOTOACRES ASSOCIATION, INC.  -  2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Association Yard Sale 

Cathy Vande Mheen - Chair 

Judy Dygert 

Community Clean-up 

Diana Harvey - Chair 

Land Planning 

Jane Paquette - Chair 

Laura Andrews 

Judy Dygert 

Jim Gregg 

Diana Harvey 

Lance Lobo 

Kathleen Raskin 

Association Advertising 

Diana Harvey 

Jane Paquette 

Jim Gregg 

Association Newsletter 

Jane Paquette - Chair 

Diana Harvey 

Community Signs 

Ted Wittman - Chair 

Bob Heere 

Association Website 

Lance Lobo - Chair 

DESOTO ACRES COMMITTEES 

Officers 
 

Robert Heere (2016) - President  

2960 61st St., Sarasota, FL 34243  

941-374-0772  

President@DeSotoAcres.org 

Jane A. Paquette (2016) - Vice President 

3133 59th St., Sarasota, FL 34243 

941-355-7070 

VicePresident@DeSotoAcres.org 

Laura Andrews (2015)  - Treasurer 

3034 61st St., Sarasota, FL 34243 

Treasurer@DeSotoAcres.org 

Anthony Gimenez (2017) - Secretary  
2805 61st St., Sarasota, FL 34243 

941-737-3544 

Secretary@DeSotoAcres.org 

Weeds be Gone So Bees Can Stay 

Solution 

Prepared For Hurricane Season? 

Cheaper than premade mixtures and SAFER than dan-

gerous chemicals. This mixture will kill any plant/weed 

you spray it on. Just mix and spray in the morning after 

the dew has evaporated. Walk away. After dinner the 

weeds are all gone- desiccated! The caution here is salt  

can build up in the soil, so use this mixture with care as 

it is meant for spot treatment.  

Natures' best plan - bend over and pull! Enjoy the 

summer in our Desoto Acres. 

1 gallon vinegar 

2 cups Epsom salt 

1/4 cup Dawn original blue dish soap 

TWO KEYS TO WEATHER SAFETY ARE TO prepare for risks 

and to act on those preparations when alerted by emergency 

officials.  

Gather Information - Know if you live in an evacuation 

area. Assess your risks and know your home's vulnerability 

to storm surge, flooding and wind. Understand National 

Weather Service (NWS) forecast products and especially the 

meaning of NWS watches and warnings. 

Contact your local NWS office and local government/

emergency management office. Find out what type of emer-

gencies could occur and how to respond. 

Plan and Take Action - Everyone needs to be prepared 

for the unexpected. Your friends and family may not be to-

gether when disaster strikes. How will you find each other? 

Will you know if your children or parents are safe? You may 

have to evacuate or be confined to your home. What will you 

do if water, gas, electricity or phone services are shut off?  

Supplies Kit - Put together a basic disaster supplies 

kit and consider storage locations for different situations.  

Emergency Plans - Develop and document plans for your 

specific risks. Protect yourself and family with a Family 

Emergency Plan. Be sure to plan for locations away from 

home. Business owners and site locations should cre-

ate Workplace Plans. Make sure schools and daycares 

have School Emergency Plans. Pet owners should have plans 

to care for their animals. The Centers for Disease Control & 

Prevention offer information on animal health impacts in 

evacuation shelters. Prepare your boat and be aware 

of marine safety if you are on or near the water. 

Refer to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 

(FEMA) website for comprehensive information on Hurri-

cane preparation at www.Preparedness.Ready.gov/hurricanes  
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WWW.DESOTOACRES.ORG 

DESOTO ACRES ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE 
STAY INFORMED AND CHECK  

THE DESOTO ACRES ASSOCIATION WEBSITE  

FOR UPDATES 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

Advertising 

Deadline for the September 2015  issue 

is Friday, September 4, 2015 

HOME SERVICES 

ACN .………………………………………….....941.356.7392 
   Special Rates on: Home Phone / Internet / TV / Security 

Fehl-Safe Water Treatment see ad,pg 9...941.322.8286 
   New installation, existing equipment service and repair 

G.C.Tree & Lawn Service See ad, pg 4.....941.504.5959 

   Landscaping, Tree Trim and Removal, Shale & Mulch 

Green Hornet Lawnscape …………….......941.232.4824 

   Lawn maintenance or complete landscape overhaul 

Gulf & Bay Constructors Inc. ………….941.351.4268 

   Constructing with Experience 

Professional Plumbing See ad, pg 5……....941.355.5400 

   Check out Our “On-time or Free” guarantee 

Terry Lipman The Right Plant Guy..….....941.504.4386  

ISA Certified Arborist & Agronomist  

MEDICAL SERVICES 

Abrams Dermatology See ad, pg 5...…….941.926.2300 

   Your Dermatology Specialists - 3328 Bee Ridge Rd. 

Parkway Ridge Dental See ad, pg 7....….941.358.8830 

   The Fine Art of Gentle Quality Dentistry 

University Pharmacy See ad, pg 9.……….941.355.2500 

   Your Friendly Pharmacy at University & Shade 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

301 Kwikie See ad, pg 4....…..….………….941.365.4433 

   Your Neighborhood Printer to over 30 Years 

Antique Buyers See ad, pg 2....………….…941.232.1177 

  Seeking Quality Art & Antiques  

Eastep Photography …………………...941.355.9605 

   Art, Advertising, Architecture, Visual Problem Solver 

Edward Jones See ad, pg 4 .……………….941.359.1162 

   Making Sense of Investing 

Gateway Bank See ad, pg 3...………..……..941.355.5749 

   Your locally owned neighborhood bank 

Healing From the Heart ……………….….941.358.0807 

  Family Business Consulting, Kathleen Raskin MBA CCH 

Keels & Wheels Magazine ……….. …....941.351.2411 

   Advertising New & Used boat / car sales in SW FL 

Pet Therapy, Inc. a 501(c)3 …………………..941.358.2225 

  Pets Providing Love to Seniors & Veterans  

REMAX Alliance Group See ad, pg 6 .....941-724-3448 

   Call Lee Brewer today! Your local real estate expert 

SOL Design Studio See ad, pg 3………….941.355.7070 

  Architectural & Interior Design & Renovation  

Stay True Tattoo …………………………..…941.706.6465 

  Custom Art & Color by an Award Winning Artist  

Wayne’s World Tennis ……………….....…248.705.2262 

  Private Tennis Lessons in DeSoto Acres  

RESTAURANTS / FOOD SERVICE 

The Cookie Cottage See ad, pg 2...……..941.552.6914 

   Creative Cookies & Cupcakes for Any Occasion 

Jo-To Japanese Steak House ...………...941.351.4677 

   Tableside Cooking and Sushi 

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

Sarasota Friends Meeting ……………..…....941.358.5759 

   57th & Lockwood Ridge Rd.  

SARASOTA COUNTY (North County) 

Animal Services………………………....941.861.9500 

Building Permits….……………………..941.861.6678 

Code Enforcement ……………………….941.861.5000 

FPL (street light out)………………...….800.226.3545 

Fire Hazards………………………..…...941.861.2290 

Garbage and Recycling…………….…...941.861.6731 

General number / Call Center……….…941.861.5000 

Sheriff Dept. Non-Emergency Number….941.861.5800 

Sheriff Dept. Emergency Number…….….……….911 

Waste Management…………...………...941.493.4100 

MANATEE COUNTY  

Sheriff Dept. Non-Emergency Number…..941.747.3011 

OCTOBER  2015  

SATURDAY DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED 

DESOTO ACRES ASSOCIATION 

COMMUNTIY FALL CLEAN-UP DAY 
8AM TO NOONISH 

COFFEE AND GOODIES PROVIDED 
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Coalition Forms to Support I75 Overpass Southern Location 

and Change the DeSoto Road Connector Designation 
SINCE THE JANUARY 2015 OVERPASS PUBLIC 

WORKSHOP, THE COUNTY HAS BEEN REVIEWING 
PUBLIC comments and input to finalize their rec-
ommended location of the I75 Overpass and 
Connectors.  At this time, the County has not set 
a date for the public hearings nor provided an 
update of the proposed overpass or connector 
locations. With the possibility of a North over-
pass option connecting to the DeSoto Road con-
nector, a coalition of DeSoto Road groups has 
formed to oppose the North Connector location, 
recommending support of the South Overpass 
location, at the south end of Benderson Park. 

The DeSoto Road Community Associations 
(DRCA) is made up of the following communi-
ties, seven Longwood Run Homeowners Associ-
ations (HOA) and Master HOA, Cedar Creek 
Villages 1 & 2 HOAs, Ravenwood HOAs, 
DeSoto Lakes neighborhood, DeSoto Acres As-
sociation and Community Haven all representing 
over 6,400 adults based on 2010 U.S. Census 
data. A letter is being drafted with the rationale 

to be available for your review and use at DeSo-
toAcres.org before the public hearings. 

While the dates of the I75 Overpass and Con-
nector public hearings have yet to be announced, 
the DRCA is preparing speakers and information 
to share with the various communities. When the 
hearings are scheduled, your letters and presence 
in support of the DRCA’s recommendation will 
be valued. 

A separate initiative is underway by the 
DRCA to work to re-designate the future DeSoto 
Road Connector from a road to a preserve or 
trail. The future connector starts on the East at 
Community Haven extending west to DeSoto 
Road at Longwood Run. The DRCA is also talk-
ing with property Owners along the DeSoto 
Road Connector for input. 

For more information and updates check the 
DeSotoAcres.org website - Community An-
nouncement.  Please contact the DSA Associa-
tion Board if you have any questions or would 
like to participate in the discussions. 
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