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Slice of  the  Acres  
by Martha Hafner

  This is the Third installment of a series I’ve written about my 
household’s efforts to landscape our property using mostly 
native mixed with non-native naturalized plants. First, I 
covered prep we did to get our lot ready. The second article 
focused on  WHY we plant natives. Here, I am going to reveal 
WHAT - the plant materials we  planted and how we 
combined them in ways to create order and alter the feel of 
our yard from a flat, wide-open space to one of varied views.  

  One of the important goals with our landscape was to 
create privacy. The first plants we purchased  (Slice con’t p 4) 
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Message from the Prez 

Talk about a successful Annual Meeting! 
January 21 was our first  in-person meeting 
in two years and it was a huge success!  
Over 50 people attended at Northminster 
Presbyterian Church, enjoying dinner from 
Appizza Apizza along with a variety of side 
dishes and desserts shared by neighbors. 
Our agenda was lengthy, but we powered 
through with many positive results. See the 
official minutes at desotoacres.org.  Three 
big take-aways from the meeting were: 

Commercial Development Petition:  (See 
page 9 for details). A developer petitioned 
the County Commission to have an interior 
DSA residential lot rezoned for commercial 
use. Neighbors and the Association oppose 
this petition and we launched a much 
needed  letter writing campaign to voice 
our opposition,which will hopefully guide a 
proper decision. We need your help, WRITE 
YOUR LETTER!   

Sarasota County Code Enforcement. Our 
guest speaker, Michael Taylor is a retired 
law enforcement officer with a clear 
understanding of protecting property 
through Code Enforcement. We live in an 
awesome  neighborhood with a solid sense 
of community, so let’s work together to 
keep Mr. Taylor’s involvement within DeSoto 
Acres to a minimum.  

Elections.  Held at the end of the meeting, I 
am excited to report your DSA Board 
agreed to serve another year, and added 
two new board members. Welcome Pam 
Bournival and Jean Olsen.  

We have many community events coming 
up this spring. Please check the calendar, 
get involved, and we’ll see you around the 
neighborhood!               ~Alex Boudreau 

Stay Current         Stay Informed         Stay Connected

http://desotoacres.org
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DeSoto Acres News & Events 
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Dont forget! You can now pay your HOA dues 
online and can even set up auto-renew. 

Learn more in the Treasurer’s News.

Did you receive the January 23rd email about our 
Commisioner's writing campaign? Please share 
your voice regarding the development encroaching 
on our neighborhood. Email Martha if you need 
more info. secretary@desotoacres.org

 DSA neighbor, Melody Hamm wants to invite 
kids to join in the fun and games at Food Truck 
Friday! 

"We will play kickball, flag tag squirrel, flag foot 
ball, soccer all depending on the age range that 
shows. Please bring water, a good attitude and be 
ready to make friends. Let's enjoy the outside air 

MARCH 

19th - DSA Annual Yard Sale 
   @ 8 am - 4 pm

APRIL 

1st - Food Truck Friday 61st St & LWR
  @ 5 - 8 pm
9th - DSA Annual Clean-Up @ 8 am

30th - DSA Tree Pick-Up @ 8 - 10 am

MAY 

6th - Food Truck Friday 61st & LWR 
   @ 5 - 8 pm

JUNE 

3rd - Food Truck Friday 61st and LWR
      @ 6 - 9 pm                                  
    JULY 

   1st - Food Truck Friday 61st and LWR
      @6 - 9 pm

mailto:secretary@desotoacres.org
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News from your DSA Treasurer! 
by Vickie Crooke

It was fantastic seeing our neighbors in person at our Annual Meeting. Thanks to all of you that came 
prepared and paid their dues in person. The list of our residences that did pay this year is on page 7. 
Please check to see if your name is there. If you forgot, there are a few ways to pay. I am hopeful that we 
can add more residences to the list this coming year. As a reminder, here's what your dues go toward:   

DSA Corporate filing fees

Post office box

Newsletter printing & mailing

General liability insurance

Board members liability insurance

Website development and maintenance

Neighborhood signage

Annual meeting rental fees

Reserves fund for consultation and attorney fees if needed

Community events

 If you would like to pay online, visit: https: desotoacresassociation.epay-centerstatebank.com 

eCheck is free, credit card 2.95%, debit card $4.95. Or, pay by check by using the coupon below. 

Make checks payable to DeSoto Acres HOA, P.O. Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270.
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DeSoto Acres Membership Dues - Mail-in Form 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________ 

Property Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________    Email__________________________________________________ 

Online Business Directory Listing (See our Business Directory at desotoacres.org)  

Company Name___________________________________________  Phone______________________  

Company Tag Line______________________________________________________________________

http://desotoacresassociation.epay-centerstatebank.com
http://desotoacres.org
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Slice of the Acres (con’t) 
By Martha Hafner 
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were those that would grow larger to form a wall  
along our front and side property lines.  Wanting 
to create a natural look and to attract wildlife, we 
used a combination of Red Cedar, which will 
grow quite large in girth, Myrsine, Wax Myrtle, 
Fire Bush, and Simpson’s Stopper punctuated 
with some plants that would vary the texture and 
color – Red Maple, Walter’s Viburnum, Red Bay 
and Sweetbay Magnolia. Other hedge materials 
we like are Marlberry, which is quick growing and 
dense and we’ve used some Pitch Apple with 
caution--they can get out of hand if not 
managed. Although not a hedge material, we  
added in larger Cabbage (Sabal) Palms as accent 
trees, and a grouping under some large oaks, 
where they have grown up to meet the overhead 
canopy  and form a visual barrier of trunks.  

 Once the hedge areas were installed, we 
needed to fill and border those areas. There are 
a huge variety of mid-size shrubs that fill in. We 
have many varieties of Wild Coffee- Velvet Leaf, 
Shiny Leaf, and Bahama. A single Night 
Blooming Jasmine or a Lakeview Orange 
Jasmine can scent the entire yard. Cocoplum, 
Beautyberry, Florida Thatch Palms, Spanish 
Stopper and Fakahatchee Grass (both dwarf and 
full size) are other favorites we planted 
successfully. For ferns, we recommend Swamp 
Ferns, Cinnamon Ferns and Elk ferns. We steer 
clear of varieties that multiply unchecked such as 
Boston and Macho Ferns.  

 For borders and ground 
cover we love Muhley Grass, 
which turns deep purple in the 
fall and mixes well with 
Coontie, Creeping Sage and 
Pepperomia to fill in areas 
under trees where grass will no 
longer grow.  

 Lastly, we have parts of the yard that are made 
for the long view--a retention swale at the rear of 
the property ringed with Bald 
Cypress and large grasses.  A 
Wild Lime will grow to be a 
focal point along a driveway, 
and a cluster of Paurotis Palm 
anchors a fence corner. There 
are large pots that house 
Simpson Stoppers – lovely 
flowering mini trees loaded 
with red berries to attract 
birds. On the façade of an 
outbuilding there is a central 
vine of purple Queen’s 
Wreath, flanked by Flame 
Vine and Gloriosa Lilies. There 
is a future archway formed by two carefully 
placed Weeping Yaupon Hollies to enter a 
private courtyard. Along our  walkways we 
placed smaller unique plants such as Succulents, 
Iris, Aloe, Kalanchoe and Agave – not all natives 
but manageable in smaller areas.  

 For ideas, we look at areas that others have 
planted. Our local county parks and many 
businesses have started to use natives and we 
benefit from borrowing ideas from the 
professionals that are hired to landscape those 
areas. We talk to people at our favorite Native 
plant nurseries, and as a member of the Florida 
Native Plant Society, my husband, Paul gets their 
newsletters. And we search online for 
information about what plants are best for our 
area, sun, and soil conditions.   

 If you'd like an informal tour of our native 
landscape, please reach me through my DSA 
email and we will be happy to show you around.  

Queen's Wreath

Muhley Grass
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My Favorite Time of  the Year ! 
By Alex Boudreau  

DSA Newsletter  5

Two of my favorite DeSoto Acres events are fast approaching: March 19th’s Community Yard Sale 
and the April 9th neighborhood clean-up.  

The Yard Sale for multiple reasons; repurposing, meeting new people and the fact that I love old 
tools, tools of all kinds, garden, carpentry, kitchen...you name it! I like to imagine past bumper crops, home 
improvement successes, livelihoods, and the makers who made things.  Kitchen tools evoke deeper 
thoughts of favorite meals, care taken to nourish loved ones, and meals I may be inspired to make.  The 
DeSoto Acres yard sale is especially fun because it’s close to home. We get to see neighbors and chat about 
local happenings and just have fun.

This year's one day sale will take place on Saturday March 19th from 8 am to 4pm. This day 
and time will be advertised, and a map produced. If you're planning to participate please do the following 
BEFORE March 11: 1/ make sure your DSA dues are up to date, 2/ email Martha your name, address, brief 
list of sale items, and note if your sale days/hours will be different.

DeSoto Acres Association will advertise our community yard sale on Craigslist, Facebook 
Marketplace, Next Door, and placing signs throughout the Neighborhood. We will also send an eBlast to 
residents and drop by your sale on Saturday morning to provide maps to share.

This year’s annual clean-up sees the organizing baton passed from Sam Miller (25+ successful 
events) to my wife, Donna. It’s exciting to work together to improve our neighborhood in this simple but 
significant way.  We are working with the Sarasota County Neighborhoods Department and the Solid 
Waste Departments to obtain supplies and bag pickup after the event. A great way to meet neighbors and 
get a little exercise, the clean-up will start at 8:00 am on Saturday, April 9th at 2720 51st Street. Light 
refreshments will be served in the morning, and there’s talk of burgers and dogs at noon.  Stop by, we’d love 
to see you.
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Salted Chocolate Chili Bars 
a recipe provided by Martha Hafner 

If you attended the annual DSA meeting, you may have tried these chocolate bars. They were a huge hit, and Martha 
was kind enough to share her recipe with us. She describes them as "having a chewy base, and the chocolate and chili 
and salt give them a surprising twist." 

Yum!  Thanks, Martha!

Ingredients 

2/3 c. butter or margarine  
1 c. brown sugar
½ c. corn (Karo) or rice syrup
1 tsp. vanilla flavoring
½ cup ground flax seeds
4 cups quick oats                    
 
8- 10 oz. dark melting chocolate                      
1 tablespoon chili powder
1 to 1 ½ tablespoons coarse sea salt

Directions 
Preheat oven to 350. Spray bottom & sides of 12 x 18 cookie sheet with cooking spray. 

Cream together butter and brown sugar. Add corn or rice syrup, vanilla, ground flax seeds and mix.  Add 
quick oats 1 cup at a time and mix well.  Spread evenly on cookie sheet and press with bottom of a glass 
to make level and firm.  Bake for 15 minutes, watch that edges don’t burn.  

When bottom crust is cool, melt chocolate in double burner or pyrex dish in microwave. In microwave 
cook on high for 1 min, stir, cook in 30 second intervals thereafter, stirring between intervals until 
chocolate is melted but not boiling. Add chili powder to melted chocolate and mix well.  Spread 
chocolate evenly over bottom crust.  Sprinkle with sea salt to taste.   

When chocolate is set up, cut into bars or squares. 

"I just invented the recipe. They're great for potlucks!"
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  YOUR BOARD AT WORK                        
                        DeSoto Acres Executive Board 

   President - Alex Boudreau               Vice President - Terry Lipman  
   Secretary - Martha Hafner                Treasurer - Vickie Crooke                                                         

        Best way to reach you?  Phone? Email? Print or digital Newsletter?  Tell us: 
desotoacresassociation@gmail.com 

   
To become a member please send $35 check payable to:  

DeSoto Acres HOA, PO Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270 

DeSoto Acres Residences Paid 

HOA PAID THROUGH 2022 
Abernathy, Alberti, Anderson, Andres, Andrews, Baker, Baxter, Berrier, Blomeley, Boudreau, Bournival, Brand, 
Brown, Callahan, Carbo, Cattin, Cervantes, Coffman, Colbert, Coty, Crooke, Curtis, Dawson, Deveau, Dowd, 
Elwood, Feikema, Friedman B, Friedman R, Galloway, Glanden, Gockley J, Gockley V, Gore, Gregg, Griffin, 
Grimes, Grosvenor, Gruters, Hafner, Hamm, Handgen, Hasselbring, Haynes, Hultquist, Izquierdo, Jackson, 
Johnson G, Johnson M, Kelln, King, Kneifel, Kocur, Ledford, Lipman, Lovesky, Lynch, Malinsky, Marrocco, 
Martin, Mayer, McElroy, McNeil, Miller, Moody, Moser, Nelson, Noel, Norwood, O'Rourke, Olsen, Petrat, 
Podgis, Roberts, Robinson, Schlekeway, Short, Siem, Silvis, Slakans, Smith, Society of Catholic, Society of 
Friendship, Starkey, Stokes, Taylor, Utley, Walrath, Williams A, Williams J, Windemuller, Zuknick 

HOA PAID THROUGH 2023  
Andrews, Baker, Baxter, Brand, Colbert, Crooke, Gockley, Griffin, Gruters, Hafner, Handgen, Hasselbring, 
Johnson G, JohnsonM, King, Kocur, Lipman, Lovesky, Malinsky, Marrocco, Martin, McNeil, Miller,Moser, 
Nelson, Noel, Podgis, Stokes, Walrath                       
  
HOA PAID THROUGH 2024  
Andrews, Baker, Colbert, Crooke, Griffin, Handgen, 
Hasselbring, Johnson M, Kocur, Lovesky, McNeil, 
Nelson 

HOA PAID THROUGH 2025 
Handgen, Hasselbring, Johnson M, Kocur, Nelson 
  
HOA PAID THROUGH 2025 
Kocur, Nelson 
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  Cop’s Corner           Report a crime by calling 911    

2/06/22 - Grand Larceny
61st b/t Traylor & LWR

01/12/22 - Grand Larceny
Industrial Blvd. west of Shade  

01/31/22  - Grand Larceny
47th west of Shade 

12/17/21 - Burglary
East of  b/t  57th & DeSoto 

12/17/21 - Grand Larceny
Industrial Blvd. west of Shade 

12/21/21 - Fraud
East of  Shade b/t 49th & 51st 

 

More Ways to Kill a Tree, by Terry Lipman  
1/ Dig a hole too deep or fill with gravel to collect water and drown the roots. Not...Dig the hole no 
deeper that the depth of the root ball. 1-2 inches of root ball above ground level is a safe rule of thumb.

2/ Stack Items on top of roots near the tree. Not...This causes soil compaction.

3/ Drive under the canopy of the tree with our car and another other heavy equipment. Not...This  
causes soil compaction in our sandy soils, limiting the ability to get needed oxygen and water.     

4/ Leave tree stakes until the guy wire girdles the trunk of the tree. Not...Remove stakes after one year.

5/ Spray unapproved herbicides over the tree root area. Not...Read Pesticide labels.  The label is the law.  
Some grass herbicides will kill trees too.

6/ Leave co-dominant leaders to cause weak unions. Not...If there is not a dominant leader you will need 
to establish a dominant leader with proper pruning techniques.

7/ Damage roots and trunk with lawn equipment. Not...Use mulch around trees not lawn equipment.

8/ Prune as close to the main trunk as possible. Not...This causes infection sites for insects, disease 
decay.

9/ Plant trees directly under power lines and eves of your house. Not...Know mature heights of trees 
before deciding on your planting location.

For more great information on trees go to www.treesaregood.org (See my plant-a-tree article on page 11) 
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http://www.treesaregood.org
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Neighborhood Development Update 
By Pam Bournival 

For several years your DeSoto Acres HOA Board and concerned residents have been in talks with a 
representative from Benderson Development regarding the lots at the corners of Shade and University 
and the residential lot directly south of the southwest corner lot. They are requesting to build offices 
utilizing all three lots. Two lots fronting University are allowed to be light office (OPI), per the 
University Parkway Corridor Plan adopted many, many years ago after substantial negotiations between 
Sarasota County and DeSoto Acres. All the lots directly on University Parkway can be rezoned to OPI. 
All other lots remain residential. A pre-application has been filed showing all three lots being used, 
including the lot currently zoned residential. A well attended neighborhood meeting was held via Zoom. 
Feeling the need to do more, the Board asked for the creation of a Committee.

There is currently a letter writing campaign to planning commissioners and county commissioners. This 
is an important strategy, as there is power in numbers. I encourage you to send yours.

The Committee's next step will be to meet with each county commissioner. These have to be separate 
meetings due to Florida Sunshine Law. Commissioners can't speak to each other except in public 
settings, such as their meetings. Appointments will be made soon to meet with the  commissioners so 
they can better understand our position.

ADDENDUM from your Board: 
On February 16th, DSA County Commissioner, Christian Ziegler attended the DSA Board meeting. The 
top topic discussed was development and commercial intrusion into our residential neighborhood. The 
Board expressed concern that DeSoto Acres should hold a special place with the County/Commission 
(100 years old, urban forest, wildlife refuge, carbon sink, protected wetlands, designated bird sanctuary) 
similar to the Pinecraft neighborhood near Beneva and Bahia Vista. Commissioner Ziegler was 
encouraged to adopt the Lockwood Ridge Corridor Plan, which states that the properties along 
Lockwood Ridge should remain residential and not be converted to commercial so that the character of 
the neighborhood (residential) is preserved.  This plan bolsters opposition of increased density/
development proposed along University Parkway.

With continued high-density development surrounding DeSoto Acres, impatient drivers are using our 
neighborhood streets as cut-throughs. Excessive speed is almost always involved, and we are 
experiencing it daily.  Traffic calming, i.e., traffic circles and neck-outs, were discussed and will be a topic 
for further discussion.    

Commissioner Ziegler encouraged DeSoto Acres to invite him and other commissioners to future 
meetings so that our concerns and ideas can be regularly relayed and remain at the forefront of the 
commission's mind.

Again, we strongly urge our residents to voice your opinion on this through our letter-writing campaign. 
Contact Martha at secretary@desotoacres.org if you need details on how to do this.
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Spotted in the Acres 

Coyote Hazing Guidelines - Abridged article from Human Society of the United States

With encroaching development and the recent clearing of Rolling Green, we have received increased reports of wildlife 
sightings--especially coyote. If you do not want them on your property, here are some tips from the Humane Society.

Generally, coyotes are reclusive animals who 
avoid human contact. Coyotes who’ve adapted to urban 
and suburban environments, however, may realize there 
are few real threats and approach people or feel safe 
visiting yards even when people are present. These 
coyotes have become habituated (lost their fear of 
humans), likely due to the ready availability of food in our 
neighborhoods. Sometimes, this food is deliberately 
provided by people who like to watch wild animals or 
misguidedly feel they are helping them by offering food. 
These bold coyotes should not be tolerated or enticed, 
but given the message that they should not be so brazen. 
Hazing is a method that uses deterrents to move an 
animal out of an area or discourages an undesirable 
behavior or activity. Hazing can help maintain coyotes’ 
fear of humans and deter them from neighborhood 
spaces such as backyards and playgrounds.

HAZING METHODS 

Using a variety of different hazing tools is critical because 
coyotes can habituate to individual items, sounds, and 
actions. 

✦ Be loud and large. Yell and wave your arms while approaching the coyote 

✦ Use noisemakers. Your voice, whistles, air horns, bells, soda cans filled with pennies or dead batteries, 
pots and pans banged together 

✦ Use projectiles. Sticks, small rocks, cans, tennis balls, rubber balls 

✦ Try other repellents. Garden hoses, water guns or spray bottles with vinegar water, pepper spray. 
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NEVER run away from a coyote!  

1. If the coyote doesn’t leave at first, 
continue approaching him and/or 
increase the intensity of your hazing 
until he runs away. If he runs a short 
distance away and then stops and 
looks at you, continue hazing him until 
he leaves the area completely.  

2. If a coyote returns after you’ve 
successfully hazed him or her, 
continue to haze the coyote as you did 
before. It typically takes only one or 
two times to haze a coyote away for 
good.  

3. Contact authorities and do not interact 
with a coyote whom you suspect of 
being sick or injured. Although 
coyotes are skittish by nature and 
generally aren’t aggressive towards 
people, engaging animals who are 
sick or injured can result in 
unpredictable behavior.
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Arbor Day in the Acres 
 by Terry Lipman

Last year Desoto Acres celebrated its 100th  birthday by giving away 
and planting 100 trees in Desoto Acres. 

This was such a success we will be doing it again in 2022. This year 
National Arbor Day is celebrated on April 29 and we will be giving away 
trees on Saturday April 30 right here in Desoto Acres, when we 
partner again with Sarasota County Extension Treejuvenation Florida.We 
are hoping to have Slash Pine, Cypress, Mahogany, Red Maple and Live 
Oak trees available--all Florida native trees. 

How it works: 

1/ You will need to pre-register for the National Arbor Day Adopt-a-Tree event at:

 h"ps://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2020/03/02/treejuvena<on-florida/

2/ You must do this before April 1st and watch a short, 3 1/2 minute tree care 101 video 

3/ Complete the pre-registration form to receive tickets for up to 3 free trees 

4/ On April 30th pick up your trees at the Lipman house--2710 53rd St.We'll be there loading trees from 
8am-10am.  Be sure to get 3 tickets if you want 3 trees.   

Need help planting?  No worries!  We will have volunteers to help plant. What better way to serve our 
community then to help plant a tree!

Please be on the lookout for more information coming soon via DeSoto Acres email. REMEMBER 
YOU WILL NEED TO PRE-REGISTER BEFORE APRIL 1ST. Please contact me with 
additional questions:  rightplantguy@aol.com

"Let's plant more than 100 trees this year!!!" 
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Mar 19 @ 8 am - 4 pm 
DSA Annual Yard Sale 
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DSA Annual Clean-Up 
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Arbor Day Tree pick-up 

Jun 3, July 1  @ 6 - 9 pm 
 Food Truck Friday 
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