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Slice of  the  Acres  
by Martha Hafner

  It seems a lot of the calls I get from neighbors revolve 
around animals. Lost dogs, wildlife spotted. I’ve had a sheriff’s 
car pull into the driveway, a deputy gets out and ask me if I 
know anyone who has horses—another officer has captured a 
loose horse on the next block. I’ve heard stories of runaway 
pigs and of course, there are often stray dogs and cats and 
the folks driving around looking for them or posting flyers on 
telephone poles. My own chicken, Stella, disappeared for 
about 36 hours last year. I thought she was a goner until 
neighbor Connie showed up on my front porch with Stella 
under her arm.  (Slice con’t p 4) 
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Message from the Prez 

Summertime and the living is easy…or so  
George Gershwin said in 1935. I love the 
long days of summer--afternoon showers, 
how the sun’s golden rays light up the trees 
as it sets. Neighbors, we live in a very special 
place. Lots of interesting topics on the table 
at our monthly DeSoto Acres Board 
meetings. With a focus on preserving and 
improving our neighborhood, the Board is 
discussing: 

*Expanding our Neighborhood Plan 

*Roadway improvements with emphasis on 
neck-outs and traffic circles  

*Installing additional neighborhood 
entryway signs,  

*Grant writing for the above topics and 
beyond, 

*Summer Potluck and Ice Cream Social      

It’s just too damn hot for First Friday Food 
Truck events, not to mention the afternoon 
rains, so come and visit with your neighbors 
and friends indoors on August 6th. It’s a fun 
time to relax, casually discuss neighborhood 
issues, and provide your input…and did I 
mention there’s ice cream?!  See page 11 for 
potluck details.   

The Who sang “There ain't no cure for the 
Summertime Blues”, but I beg to differ. Our 
neighborhood looks great following the 
success of the April 9th  annual clean up, 
Terry Lipman’s efforts to coordinate with 
Sarasota County to plant another 100 trees 
within DeSoto Acres, and neighbors taking 
pride in their properties.  Thank you 
everyone, hope to see you in August. 

                                             ~Alex Boudreau 

Stay Current         Stay Informed         Stay Connected
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DeSoto Acres News & Events 
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Dont forget! You can now pay your HOA dues 
online and can even set up auto-renew. 

Learn more in the Treasurer’s News.

We are in need of a grantwriter! If you have this 
expertise and are looking for some extra work that 
will help our neighborhood, please contact Martha 
Hafner at  Secretary@DeSotoAcres.org

DeSoto Acres Food Truck Fridays are on hold for 
the summer and will resume on October 7th. This 
is a fun gathering to socialize with your neighbors, 
share some good food, play music and games, and 
make S'mores around the fire pit. In the 
meantime, we're holding a Potluck Dinner, Ice 
Cream Social  and Game Night in August. See 
page 11 for details!

JULY 

  4th - Independence Day

AUGUST 

  6th - Potluck Dinner, Ice Cream 
Social & Game Night

SEPTEMBER 

  5th - Labor Day 

OCTOBER 

7th - Food Truck Friday 

   31st - Halloween

mailto:Secretary@DeSotoAcres.org
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News from your DSA Treasurer! 
by Vickie Crooke

It is never too late to send your HOA dues for 2022. Check out the  list of our residences that 
have paid this year and our residences that have prepaid through 2026. It's on page 7.  See if your name is 
listed and if it isn’t, please contact me if you'd like to join! 

It's a mere $35 annually, and as a reminder, here's what your dues go toward:   

DSA Corporate filing fees

Post office box

Newsletter printing & mailing

General liability insurance

Board members liability insurance

Website development and maintenance

Neighborhood signage

Annual meeting rental fees

Reserves fund for consultation and attorney fees if needed

Community events

 If you would like to pay online, visit: https: desotoacresassociation.epay-centerstatebank.com 

eCheck is free, credit card 2.95%, debit card $4.95. Or, pay by check by using the coupon below. 

Make checks payable to DeSoto Acres HOA, P.O. Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270.
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DeSoto Acres Membership Dues - Mail-in Form 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________ 

Property Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________    Email__________________________________________________ 

Online Business Directory Listing (See our Business Directory at desotoacres.org)  

Company Name___________________________________________  Phone______________________  

Company Tag Line______________________________________________________________________

http://desotoacresassociation.epay-centerstatebank.com
http://desotoacres.org
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Slice of the Acres (con’t from pg 1) 
By Martha Hafner 
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  It wasn’t too much of a surprise when my across-the-street neighbor called me one Tuesday evening a few 
months ago to say that the horses on the next block were loose and in the street. “I’m calling you because I 
don’t know anyone else’s phone number. Can you call the owner?”  Well, heck, I didn’t know the owner’s 
number either, so I called Sam, the owner’s neighbor. I had his number. Eventually the horses were corralled, 
and no one was injured.  But it got me thinking about the chain of events.  What if Carol, the original caller, 
had the horse owner’s number? They are neighbors, after all? 

This brought me to the idea of a Phone Tree for my block, the neighboring blocks and maybe part of the 
areas surrounding my block. I had used this system in a pre-smartphone era in our downtown neighborhood. It 
was part of the Neighborhood Watch system, with Block Captains at each street. What if I put together a list 
of everyone I knew, their address, their phone # and whether they had dogs, cats, goats, chickens, horses, etc.? 
What if I asked them to also add their neighbors’ numbers to my list?  That way we could be able to quickly get 
the word out about important things, like loose horses and missing chickens.  

I guess this makes me a Block Captain. I have asked people for their numbers and whether they wish to be 
on the list. Some don’t and that’s all good, but most do and I think it’s a nice way to connect.  In some ways our 
large lots make it harder to get to know the neighbors. But our neighbors often have information we can use- 
such as the name of a good well guy, a septic pumping service or a tree service.  They are going to be the first 
ones who notice trouble – like the loose horses, or perhaps someone camping out in an out of sight thicket. 

I encourage other neighbors to also take on this important project for your corner of DeSoto Acres. My 
phone tree is in the form of a Map that shows names, phone #’s and other information on a rudimentary map 
of our streets.  If you want a copy of the map with your streets on it email me at Secretary@DesotoAcres.org 
and I can send it to you for you to add your own neighbors.

  

 

mailto:Secretary@DesotoAcres.org
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ADU or Guest House?  
By Carissa Carbo, Beach House Companies (Adapted  from Issue 2, 2021) 
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If you've been thinking about adding value to 
your  property,  consider  an  Accessory  Dwelling  Unit 
(ADU),  or a small,  detached building used as a living 
area. Commonly referred to as a guest house, there is a 
distinct difference between what a homeowner and the 
County  would  call  a  guest  house.  Read  on  to  learn 
about ADUs and what we are permitted to build here in 
DeSoto Acres, and how to avoid being confused by the 
county’s terms. 

What is an ADU? 
It’s  an  Accessory  Dwelling  Unit  if  there  is  a 

kitchen.  If  there  is  not  a  kitchen  it  is  an  Accessory 
Structure. In a kitchen a cooking appliance of any kind 
deems it a dwelling unit. If there is no kitchen, then it 
would be considered an Accessory Structure, and size 
would  only  be  limited  to  the  maximum  allowable 
structures for our zoning. For RE-1, we cannot build on 
more than 25% of the property, or in most cases for lots 
in  DeSoto  Acres,  approximately  20,000  to  25,000 
square  feet.  The  total  floor  area  of  the  accessory 
dwelling  unit  shall  not  exceed  750  square  feet.  This 
includes both indoor and outdoor spaces. 

An  ADU  shall  not  exceed  height  of  the 
principal  structure,  shall  have  a  similar  architectural 
style, roof style, building materials, exterior appearance, 
and  finish  to  the  principal  structure  (excluding  roof 
material). For example, if you have a stucco home, the 
accessory dwelling unit will need to be constructed with 
a stucco finish.   

One ADU is permitted per lot with a principal 
dwelling. Other Accessory Structures are permitted on 
the  lot.  The  property  owner  shall  occupy  either  the 
principal dwelling or the accessory dwelling unit. 

What is Not an ADU? 
An open space, i.e., a roofed area without walls 

that has an outdoor kitchen would not be considered an 
ADU. An ADU is not a “guest house”. A guest house, as 
defined by Sarasota County, can be up to 50%  of the 
living space of the principal home, or, 1200 square feet, 
whichever is less. The measurement of the guest house 
includes all enclosed and unenclosed spaces, including 
porches, patios, etc. A guest house is not permitted on 
most DeSoto Acre lots, as they generally are not large 
enough to meet density requirements for two dwellings. 
DSA is  zoned  RE-1,  which  is  one  dwelling  per  a 
minimum of 2 acres; to have a guest house, the lot must 
be zoned for two dwellings, therefore be at least 4 acres 
in size. 

If you are interested in building an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit or an Accessory Structure, or you have 
additional questions, feel free to contact me to clarify. 
Beach House Companies is comprised of Beach House 
Construction  Services  LLC and  Beach  House  Realty 
LLC, so we are well equipped to assist you in assessing 
how an ADU can impact the value of your property, as 
well  as  work with you to build  what  fits  your  needs. 
Please call or text us at (941)  228-9410 to discuss and 
have your questions answered. 
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Strawberry Blueberry Trifle 
a recipe provided by Carissa Carbo 

Cake & Fruit Layer Ingredients 
1 Angel Food cake, cut into 1" cubes (make your own or buy 
premade)
1 lb fresh strawberries, hulled and sliced
1 lb fresh blueberries

Lemon Syrup Ingredients: 
1/4 cup water
2 Tbsp sugar
2 Tbsp lemon juice, from 1/2 medium lemon
(Can substitute with ½ cup orange juice, or kick it up a notch 
with ¼ cup OJ & ¼ cup Cointreau liqueur)

Cream Layer Ingredients: 
1 3.4-oz box instant vanilla pudding
2 cups cold milk
1 8-oz. tub Cool Whip

Instructions 
1. Combine water, sugar, and lemon juice. Stir until sugar is dissolved. Set aside.
2. Mix instant pudding with milk to make vanilla pudding; follow box instructions. 
3. Using a spatula, fold Cool Whip into vanilla pudding. 
4. In 4 or 5 qt trifle dish, or a 9x13 glass dish, layer 1/3 of cubed angel food cake into the bottom of your 
dish and brush or drizzle with 1/3 of syrup. 
5. Loosely spread 1/3 of cream over the cake layer. 
6. Place half of the sliced strawberries over the cream layer.
7. Repeat layering with remaining ingredients, adding half of the blueberries instead of strawberries for 
the second fruit layer. 
8. Frost the top with last 1/3 of cream and decorate with remaining fruit. 
9. Refrigerate until chilled thoroughly and ready to eat, at least two hours.

Enjoy! 

"A perfectly refreshing treat in the blazing summer heat!"
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  YOUR BOARD AT WORK                        
                        DeSoto Acres Executive Board 

   President - Alex Boudreau               Vice President - Terry Lipman  
   Secretary - Martha Hafner                Treasurer - Vickie Crooke                                                         

        Best way to reach you?  Phone? Email? Print or digital Newsletter?  Tell us: 
desotoacresassociation@gmail.com 

   
To become a member please send $35 check payable to:  

DeSoto Acres HOA, PO Box 556, Tallevast, FL 34270 

DeSoto Acres Residences Paid 

2022 PAID 112 Members  
Abernathy, Alberti, Anderson, Andres , Andrews, Baker, Baxter, Berrier, Berthold, Blomeley, Boudreau, 
Bournival, Brand, Brown, Byers, Callahan, Carbo, Cattin, Cervantes-Trejo, Coffman, Colbert, Coorssen, Coty, 
Crooke, Curtis, Dawson, Deveau, Dogancay, Dowd, Eavis, Elwood,  
Feikema, Fenton, Forgard, Friedman B, Friedman R, Galloway, Glanden, Gockley J, Gockley V, Gore, 
Greenberg, Gregg, Greiner, Griffin M, Grimes, Grosvenor, Gruters, Hafner, Hamm, Handgen, Harvey, 
Hasselbring, Hayes, Haynes, Heere, Hultquist, Hunger, Izquierdo, Jackson, Johnson G, Johnson M, Kelln, 
King, Kluver, Kneifel, Kocur, Ledford, Lipman, Lobo, Lovesky, Lynch, Malinsky, Marrocco, Martin, Mayer, 
McElroy, McNaughton, McNeil, Miller, Minor, Moody, Moser, Nelson, Noel, Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, Norwood, O’Rourke, Olsen, Pace, Petrat, Podgis, Religious Society of Friends Inc, Roberts, 
Robinson, Rochette, Schlekeway, Seyfreid, Short, Siem, Silvis, Slakans, Smith, Society of Catholic Apostolate, 
Starkey, Stokes, Taylor, Utley, Walrath, Williams A, Williams J, Windemuller, Zuknick 

2023 PAID 36 Members   
Andrews, Baker, Baxter, Brand, Colbert, Coorssen, Crooke, Gockley, Greiner, Griffin, Gruters, Hafner, 
Handgen, Hasselbring, Hayes, Heere, Hunger, Johnson G, Johnson M, King, Kocur, Lipman, Lobo, Lovesky, 
Malinsky, Marrocco, Martin, McNeil, Miller, Moser, Nelson, Noel, Pace, Podgis, Stokes, Walrath  

2024 PAID 16 Members   
Andrews, Baker, Colbert, Crooke, Gockley, Greiner, 
Griffin, Handgen, Hasselbring, Heere, Hunger, 
Johnson M, Kocur, Lovesky, McNeil, Nelson 

2025 PAID 6 Members   
Gockley, Handgen, Hasselbring, Johnson M, Kocur, 
Nelson 

2026 PAID 1 Member 
Hasselbring 
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  Cop’s Corner           Report a crime by calling 911    

03/10/22 - Forgery
51st west of Industrial Blvd.

04/05/22 -BicycleTheft 
61st  b/t Shade & Middle

04/05/22 - Assault
51st. St. East of Middle   

05/28/22 - DUI/Traffic Accident
DeSoto Road

 

DeSoto Acres Centennial News!  
On May 24th, on behalf of DeSoto Acres Association, Secretary, Martha Hafner and Board Director, 
Pam  Bournival  received  an  honor  from  Sarasota  County  to  celebrate  our  neighborhood's  100th 
anniversary.  The  County's  Facebook copy  read:  During  Tuesday's  meeting,  the  #SRQCounty  Commission 
recognized DeSoto Acres for its centennial. Located near University Parkway and U.S. 301, DeSoto Acres is one of 
Sarasota County's oldest communities! and was accompanied by their picture. 

Thanks to Pam and Martha for taking their time to represent our beloved DeSoto Acres!
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 All About Tea
By Sylvia Colbert 

I was asked to write about TEA.  What makes a good tea? How to make tea.  What are the medicinal 
benefits of each ingredient?  This would take several articles to cover so I will focus on sharing with you my 
experience of what I successfully grow within the 850 acres that makes up Desoto Acres.

My hubby and I are avid tea drinkers. Celestial 
Seasoning, Bigelow, the Republic of Tea, Twinings, 
etc. We decided in 2018, we would add plants on 
our property to harvest, dry, or make fresh tea so 
we never have to purchase teas again. Our reason 
for this is because of the health benefits of 
drinking freshly picked ingredients. 

In our garden patches around the property, 
you will find peppermint, Chinese mint, ginger, 

turmeric, tulsi, roselle, elderflowers, elderberries, moringa, lemongrass, lavender, lemons (for the juice and we 
dehydrate the lemon peels), rosemary, sweet Aztec, jasmine flowers and sage. Some you are familiar with, while 
others can be found in your grocery stores. There are many other plants that produce a great cup of tea. For 
instance, I plan to purchase the yaupon bush which is a Florida native. If you lightly roast the leaves, it makes a 
soothing green tea replacement. 

The plants I named are not difficult to grow in our planting zone 9b. Soils may vary in our individual plots, 
but compost added to our sandy soil conditions will give you success. Also planting in the right place is critical. 

All of these can be harvested daily for a fresh cup of tea or dehydrated and stored in mason jars to enjoy 
throughout the year. Once harvested, your loose tea ingredients can be added to a tea steeper or infuser to enjoy a 
cup at a time. We also like to add ingredients in a large glass container with water and place it outside in the sun.   
The heat of the sun makes tea extraction faster, giving you ready-to-drink tea within a couple hours without the 
need to heat up water indoors while maintaining most of the medicinal benefits.  

Here is our favorite tea combination that all our family loves from the great grandchildren to the boomers:

Red Ginger Tea 
Blend in a blender:

1 cup of Dried Hibiscus Juice from 2 lemons
1 – 2 tablespoons shredded fresh Ginger ½ cup of Peppermint Leaves (fresh or dried)
8 Cups of Water

Pour in a pot and bring to a boil. When the water just begins to boil, turn off the heat and allow it to steep until 
the water cools--about 30 minutes. Remove the ingredients and add the sweetener of your choice (as sweet as you 
like it to be). I add Apple Juice or honey.  This makes a REFRESHING glass of tea when poured over ice. 

Start planting today and enjoy a nice cup of tea from your garden tomorrow. 
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Out and Back in a Day 

By Pam Bournival

   Take about a 50 minute drive up Hwy 41 
November 1 – April 15 and enjoy a free day viewing the 
Florida manatees in Apollo Beach. They hang out at 
Tampa Electric Company's Big Bend Power Station 
discharge canal because the waters are warmer. 

   A wonderful center has been built to showcase 
these mammals. Parking is very smooth and free. 
Docents can help with questions and the viewing 

doesn't cost a thing. There is a boardwalk along the canal - 
free. There are trails through wildlife habitat and through 
the mangroves – free. These trails wind up at a 50 foot 
viewing tower – free. There is an environmental education 
center – free. 

 There is a gift shop and a snack shop so if you feel guilty 
about enjoying all this for free, you can spend some money 
there.  

   Find out more at Manatee Viewing Center: https://www.tampaelectric.com/company/mvc/ 
This site is full of information, has a good video, and two webcams for watching from the comfort 
of your recliner until you can make it up there. 

   On the way up or back, stop in to the Lazy Gator on Shell Point Road in Ruskin. This funky 
looking place is just off Hwy 41 and has a great menu, good prices, and beautiful presentations 
of the food. Manatee Viewing Center...it's a fun, quick getaway that's sure offers something for 
everyone. And did I mention, it's free?
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Neighborhood News 

Board Updates

 Renee DiPalato and Josh Goodman from Sarasota County Libraries and Historical 
Resources joined our June board meeting to share their interest in our historical neighborhood. 
This department will be moving by May 2023 so will be temporarily housed at Osprey 
Schoolhouse at Historic Spanish Point. They are open for research and tours by appointment. We 
are invited to  submit projects, artwork--anything past, present or future in relation to DeSoto 
Acres. Learn more at scgov.net/history 

 We will be holding a Summer Soiree potluck dinner, ice cream social, and game night 
on August 6th from 6  - 8 pm. Please bring a main dish or side to share. DeSoto Acres Association 
will provide everything for the ice cream social, as well as water, soda, tea, plates, cutlery, and 
napkins. This will be held indoors in the main hall at  Northminster Presbyterian Church, 3131 
61st Street, Sarasota. Everyone is welcome. We look forward to seeing you! 

 Over the past few months, the DSA development committee met with the County 
Commissioners and also instituted a letter-writing campaign that you all were invited to 
participate in. Results from that campaign will be included in the next newsletter. In addition to 
Pam Bournival's role on this committee, she has offered to coordinate volunteers to help with our 
centennial events.  

 Our 2nd annual tree-giveaway was wildly successful! In connection with the county, our 
neighborhood will be enhanced by 130 newly planted trees! DeSoto Acres made news on ABC7 
with our extraordinary efforts to help keep our county green. You can see the clip on our website.  
Big thanks to board member and our resident arborist, Terry Lipman, for all of his efforts in 
coordinating this important event. 
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Print941.com
All You Need To Succeed

Gra p h ic  D es ig n  & Pr i nt i ng

2228 Gulf Gate Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231

941-921-6960 t Fax 941-894-6219

www.print941.com t�Print@Print941.com
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Same Day Service Available

Printing in Gulf Gate since 1978
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July 4th 
 Independence Day 

August 6th 
Summer Soiree Potluck Dinner  
Ice Cream Social, Game Night 

September 5th 
Labor Day 

October 7th  
Food Truck Friday 

October 31  
Halloween
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