
DISTRICT WOULD PAY ONE-FOURTH
- »

Pass-Dredging  ̂Finance Plan
Proposed At WCIND Session

By WALTER POWERS 
BRADENTON — A proposal 

offered here Tuesday for 
the six-county West Coast In­
land Navigation District to con­
tribute one-fourth of the costs

toward dredging the main pass­
es from the waterway to the 
Gulf.

Making the proposal was A. 
L. Anderson, Pinellas County 
commissioner who represents

that county on the WCIND. He 
said it is aimed at providing 
greater use of the waterway 
through safer passage in the 
passes.

Other WCIND members ap-

MEETING SET TODAY

Palmetto’s Annexation Plan
May Conflict With County’s

By NOEL COPPAGE 
BRADENTON -  The effect 

Palmetto's attempt to annex 
teterritory to the east will have
on the planning and zoning de­
partment’s comprehensive plan 
for the area is likely to be dis­
cussed today at a special Plan­
ning Commission meeting.

A Planning Commission meet­
ing Tuesday was aborted in its 
early stages by a sudden death 
of Commissioner Earle Cromer.

The first phase of the com­
prehensive plan’s land use rec­
ommendations deals with the 
territory Palmetto proposes to 
annex, along with the eastern 
half of the city and territory 
north to Terra Ceia Bay and 
east to Canal Road.

limits, on the north by the new I about a quarter-mile east of the 
Interchange and US-301, and on Seaboard Railroad track. It 
the east by a drainage ditch comprises about 250 acres.

(Eke ilrrald-ïribuuc

The Palmetto City Council
Monday night voted to set a ref­
erendum for freeholders in the 
area May ll.

The Tuesday planners’ meet­
ing was interrupted before the 
comprehensive plan could be 
discussed. But Zoning Adminis­
trator Carroll La Mar said the 
comprehensive plan and Pal­
metto’s plans for the area might 
conflict.

Plan To Be Unveiled
Part of the area proposed for 

annexation is in citrus groves, 
and part of it in small lakes 
created by industry.

Although the comprehensive 
plan has not yet been made 
public, most speculation has 
been that It does not suggest 
a commercial strip along US- 
301 from the new US-41-19-301 
interchange to Desoto bridge.

And commercialization of this 
•trip would be the biggest ad-
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6.5 PER CENT

Authority’s Fee 
Offer Accepted

vantage Palmetto could gain by
id.annexing it, it was sail 

Planner» in the past have con­
curred with the State Road De­
partment in the idea of by-pass­
ing downig downtown areas with arte­
rial highways.

And the importance of US- 
301 as an arterial route through 
Palmetto and Bradenton looms 
more Important now, as comple­
tion of a connector road that 
will take traffic from the US- 
301 route in Bradenton (First 
Street) to US-41 at Cortez Plaza 
Is imminent.

Paving Doe Soon 
Engineers said Tuesday that 

the connector is being “primed,’' 
the last step before paving.

If the freeholders vote to be­
come a part of Palmetto, it is 
likely that the Palmetto Zon­
ing Board will have the task 
of recommending zoning desig­
nations within it. Palmetto was 
zoned about a decade ago, and 
the Zoning Board meetings are 
Infrequent, partly because the 
city limits have remained fixed.

The territory proposed for an­
nexation is bounded on the south 
by Manatee River, on the west 
by the present eastern Palmetto

SARASOTA -  The Sarasota- 
Manatee A i rp or t  Authority’s 
counter-proposal of a 6.5 per 
cent engineering fee has been 
accepted by the Miami engi­
neering firm of Greenleaf-Tei- 
esca and a representative of the 
firm will be here to sign the 
contract today, L. L. Parker, 
authority chairman, said Tues­
day.

Parker, who is also chairman 
of the Sarasota County Commis­
sion, said he contacted B. A. 
McAdams of Greenleaf-Telesca 
yesterday to present the author­
ity’s counter offer, and he re­
ported that McAdams said the 
firm would accept the offer and

agreed to give the authority 
credit on the engineering fee 
for any usable drawings or 
plans already available.

The authority, in a special 
meeting late Monday afternoon, 
balked at the proposed engineer­
ing fee of 7.5 per cent on the 
airport’s multi-item construction 
project that is expected to cost 
approximately $514,000 and  
made the counter offer.

To retain Its eligibility for a 
$287,000 federal grant, the air­
port authority must submit en­
gineering plans to the Federal 
Aviation Agency by May ll  and 
must receive construction bids 
by June 2.

COST SHARE ISSUE

Thompson Silent 
On Water Line

SARASOTA -  City Manager 
Kenneth Thompson Tuesday de­
clined to comment on the Sara­
sota County Commission’s com­
plaint about a city request that

Driving School 
Closed As Gyp

MILAN, Italy (AP) -  A do-it- 
yourself driving school that 
gave a course of lessons by pho­
nograph record and textbook for 
$15 has been dosed by police. 
Its promoters have been 
charged with swindling. The 
instructions advised pupils to 
get practical training from 
friends and relatives with cars.

Worthier» Checks
SARASOTA — Ronald Ernest 

Kittinger, 26, 121 Forest Drive, 
was charged at the Sarasota 
County sheriff’s office Tuesday 
with passing worthless checks. 
His bond was set at $200.

the county share the cost of a 
city water line involved in a 
joint city-county bridge build­
ing program, but he said he 
planned “to look into i t ”

County commission chairman 
L. L. Parker and Commissioner 
Robert Wright said at Monday’s 
meeting of the commission’s 
public works committee that 
they did not think the county 
should share the cost of estab­
lishing a water line at a Cocoa­
nut Avenue bridge over a coun­
ty cand.

Two bridges and a culvert are 
included in the project, which 
was jointly embarked upon by 
the city and county after the 
county commission took over 
operation of the old Fruitville 
Drainage District’s facilities.

The city commission, Thomp­
son said yesterday, adopted a 
resolution agreeing that the city 
would pay half the cost of struc­
ture built over “Main IOO” in­
side the city.

peared to support the proposal. 
However, each wanted to dis­
cuss it with the respective 
county commissions.

Ureter the plan, any county 
which has a major pass which 
would qualify under the pro­
gram would pay one-fourth of 
the costs. The WCIND would 
pay one-fourth and would serve 
as the sponsoring agency to the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers, which 
would pay half the cost In­
volved.

To Get Millage Figures
Attorneys indicated there 

would be no legal barrier to 
participation in the program 
provided there is a finding that 
each is directly related to the 
inland waterway.

Although action was post­
poned until the May IO meeting, 
there still would be time in 
which the WCIND could provide 
for necessary funds in its next 
budget. The district will act at 
the next meeting to notify each 
of the six counties the exact 
millage it will require for the 
next tax year.

After Anderson brought up 
the proposal in preliminary dis­
cussions prior to Tuesday’s 
meeting, Chairman Ellsworth 
Simmons from HUlsborotuffl 
County had District Executive 
Secretary George Kumpe make 
a survey of the number of pass­
es which might be eligible.

Kumpe listed Longboat Pass 
in Manatee County; Big Pass 
and Midnight Pass in Sarasota 
County and Stump Pass in Char­
lotte County.

Anderson advised the board 
that the one-fourth participation 
for the two passes in Pinellas 
County would be about $85,000. 
He noted that the waterway 
will be completed in less than 
two years and that the district 
should provide adequate access 
routes to the waterway from the 
Gulf.

Tfcarpe Gets Contracts
Manatee Commissioner Ralph 

Clark, treasurer of the WCIND, 
said he has no objection to the 
proposal and labeled It a “good 
idea.” He added that the dlsirtet 
ha» constructed the waterway 
and that it should be made 
available to boat owners through 
safe passage at the passes. 
Clark’s request for continuance 
of the matter until next month 
to permit study by the respec­
tive county commissions met 
with full approval.

In other action, the board 
awarded contracts to Lee A. 
Tharpe for diking work in the 
southern part of Sarasota Coun­
ty. Total of the two was $12,000. 
He also may get a small job 
for $700 at on Manasota Key 
near the Manasota Key Bridge. 
If all residents want the fill put 
on the key, It will be done. If 
all do not want it, the dike will 
be provided.

Another dike area will re­
ceive bids again because of a 
mistake made in the bid by the 
apparent low bidder. Board 
members felt it worthwhile to 
rebid the project.

The board agreed to another 
City of Venice request—this time 
Tor the expenditure of $1,710 for 
lights at the underpass at the 
Venice Avenue bridge area.

The board’s attorney advised 
that the district holds a court 
order for the footbridge at the 
South Venice area. Some of the 
residents are protesting the ex­
pected removal of the bridge 
when the dredges move into 
that area in several months.

Dogleg Nearing Final Stage
BRADENTON — Construction work on the 

“dogleg” connection from US-301 to US-41 in the 
area of Cortex Road is moving into the final Mage 
as workmen began spreading asphaltic material on 
the timerode base Tuesday.
connecting link will make it

coming through the Bradenton area to choose US-41 
or US-301 to the Sarasota area. The dogleg is a multi- 
lined connector, as is US-301 through Bradenton, 
and US-41. Highway 301, from the intersection with 
the northern end of the dogleg, is two-lane through 

to Sarasota.

Visitors File Through Happiness House
SARASOTA — Happiness House, 401 Braden 

Avenue, a clinic for the physically handicapped, is 
holding its annual open house. Shown looking at 
physical therapy equipment, from left, are: Mrs. 
John Baar, Zeeland, Mich.; Mrs. Anna McCollum,

Anna Maria Island; Mrs. Esther Grove, Bradenton; 
John Barr, Mrs. Elva VanKirk, Anna Maria; and Mrs. 
H. Bing, Sarasota, Red Cross nurse. The open house 
continues today from 2 to 4 p.m.

THREE WIN APPROVAL

C-C Leaders Act On IO Bills
By STAN MORAN 

SARASOTA — Sarasota Coun­
ty Chamber of Commerce di­
rectors Tuesday afternoon took 
public stands on IO local bills 
proposed for State Legislature 
action in the 1965 session that 
began in Tallahassee Tuesday.

four
three

Three won approval, 
were disapproved and 
others got special action.

Chamber President Robert 
Ettenger said results will be 
made known to the county legis­
lative delegation, including di­

rectors’ unanimous decision to 
voice the Chamber position.

Sanctioned Proposais
Ettenger singled out for 

praise a legislative committee 
that W. Gayer Dominick head­
ed. The group made no recom­
mendations on 44 of 54 proposals

LUMBER PROCESSOR

Residents Of DeSoto Acres
Oppose Industrial Zoning

SARASOTA -  Residents of 
Desoto Acres do not want an 
M-2, industrial, zone across De­
soto Road from their homes, 
the Board of County Commis­
sioners was told Monday.

James R. Ogburn, general 
manage* of the Van Dame estate 
and Desoto Acres, appeared be­
fore the commissioners yester­
day during a publia hearing to 
oppose a rezoning petition by 
John File Robertson, represent­
ing Atlantic Coast Line Rail­
road.

“Excellent Buffer”
’There is no justification for 

ACL to spot zone this land sim­
ply because they have a cus­
tomer available,” Ogburn said. 

“Especially when there are

160 acres of M-2 land available 
in die area,” he continued.

Land in question is three 
acres located south of 51st 
Street and east of Middle Ave­
nue which is presently zoned M- 
1, industrial.

According to attorney William 
Robertson, the intended user of 
the property under M-2 would 
be a plant for pressure-treating 
lumber, and would be “an excel­
lent and perfect buffer.”

E. A. r â ttle  Jr., representing 
the lumber concern, told com­
missioners ti»  plant would pro­
duce “no odor, no smell, no 
waste — as around a sawmill, 
and would be a nice clean op­
eration.”

Whittle, in answer to a ques-

AT PLANNERS9 MEETING

Earl G. Cromer
Stricken Fatally

BRADENTON—Earle G. Cro­
mer, secretary of the Manatee 
County Planning Commission, 
died Tuesday a few minutes 
after he was stricken at a com­
mission meeting.

He was dead on arrival at 
Manatee M e m o r i a l  Hospital 
about 2:15 p.m. He apparently 
suffered a heart attack at the 
meeting at the Civil Defense 
auditorium on Sixth Avenue.

Cromer had reed a committee 
report and voted on a zoning re-

Emmett Kelly’s 
Grandson's Ix*g 
Severed By Train

PERU, bd. (UPI) -  Seven- 
year-old Paul A  Kelly, grand­
son of circus clown Emmett 
Kelly, was in critical condition 
today at Dukes Hospital here, 
his right leg severed by the 
wheels of a freight train.

Paul and his sister Debra, ll, 
jumped kilo an empty coal car 
on a Chesapeake k  Ohio Rail­
road freight train Sunday eve­
ning white the train was moving 
slowly along the tracks. They
rode a short distance and jump­
ed tit. Debra cleared the rails 
safely, but Paul fell. his foot 
slipping beneath the wheels

Another aster, Janet, IO, ran 
for help and summoned a pa-

quest when he slumped in his
chair. He was given oxygen at 
the CD auditorium.

Planning Commission Chair­
man Vince Wilder recessed the 
meeting until 1:30 p.m. today 
when word was received of Cro­
mer’s death.

Cromer preceded Wilder as 
chairman of the commission. He 
was elected secretary in Janu­
ary.

TI» 68-year-old retired attor­
ney was a resident of 127 Cres­
cent Drive, Anna Maria.

Cromer, 76, was born in Port 
Elgin, 111. He retired as attor­
ney for the Veterans Adminis­
tration in Chicago in 1959, and 
moved to Manatee County In

lion from Commissioner Leslie 
Miller, noted that there would 
be an initial inventory of “about 
$60,000 to $70.000.” and about six 
or seven employes.

Cite» Other Tracts ,
Ogburn claimed that there is 

presently 5,000 feet of M-I land
bordering Desoto Acres “which
has hampered its development.

“There are 230 acres of M-l
land there, b b  only *  of ^  f L  " p la c in g  a 
in use, and west of US-301, there " 7 “”,

He was past president of the 
High Twelve Club of Anna Ma­
ria mid the Island Kiwanis.

He served on the County Plan­
ning Commission for four years,

are 160 acres of land zoned M-2 
now,” Ogburn said.

Commissioner Bruce Crissy 
noted that it is the ACL 
asking for the zone change, and 
expressed concern over die pos­
sibility that the land — once 
zoned M-2 — might some day be 
used for something other than 
the lumber treating plant.

“There’s certainly a lot of dif­
ference between what’s allowed 
under M-l, and what’s allowed 
under M-2,” Commissioner John­
son Warren said.

Robertson assured the com­
missioners that the plant — as 
required — would be located 75 
feet from the northern boun­
dary, and would provide a Ti 
per cent opaque, six-foot shrub­
bery screen.

Commissioners even t u a 11 y 
agreed to refer the petition to 
committee and the county attor­
ney, and hear a report on the 
matter at 10:45 a m. during next 
Tuesday’s meeting. The county’s 
Zoning and Planning Board pre­
viously approved the petition 
4-3

Also yesterday the commis­
sion directed County Attorney 
Dick Nelson and Clerk Robert 
Zinn to travel to Tallahassee to 

I present to the trustees of the Id- 
iternal Improvement Fund in­

formation on the Alexander 
Island project.

Commissioners held a public 
hearing on th e  petition on 
dredge and fill permit, bulk­
head line changes said purchase 
of submerged lands in regard 
to the project, and then directed 
Nelson to prepare a resolution 
approving the petition 

G. Eugene Barry, Englewood,

legislators are expected to in­
troduce.

These three proposals have 
Chamber sanction:

1. Welfare lien act, providing 
for credit checks and property 
lien foreclosures in indigent 
medical care.

2. City urban renewal act, to 
remove the “frontend” referen­
dum from the law.

3. Change in garnishment law, 
to remove immunity from wage 
garnishment IO per cest of a 
worker’s pay for debts. (They 
were two opposing votes on the 
board.)

In all three cases, the board 
went along with committee en­
dorsement of the bill proposals.

; Here are the disapproved 
I bills:

1. Amendments to county kit 
clearing law to offer more pro­
tection to property owners.

2. Amendments to coling 
planning act,  15 changes to 
simplify the act and grant new
authority to the County Plan­
ning Commission.

3. School district millage 
floor” under

existing millage rate, which 
could be voted up, but not down.

4. County Charter Commis­
sion and home rule act» to pro­
vide home rule for unincorporat­
ed areas and create a nine- 
member group to prepare rn 
charter for such areas for 1961 
referendum vote.

All four recommendations 
were the same as the commit­
tee’s action.

3 Get Special Treatment 
Next three met with special 

treatment:
1. Change in special liquor li­

cense rules, liberalizmg issu­
ance to botels, motels m d  res­
taurants.

The committee favored ti»  
move, but directors tabled ac­
tion until affected members 
are polled.

2. Sarasota Comity Study 
Commission, to establish a local 
government group to improve 
efficiency and tax savings.

White the committee ap­
proved, directors voted S for 

l l  against ti» proposal. 
the directorate au­

thorized its legislative commit­
tee to draft possible legislation 
to provide for appointment of 
professionals to study meal» of 
improving local government 
and to make their findings pub­
lic. »•“ *;-

3. Amend the hospital en­
abling act to permit leasing its 
perking lots to control use el
space and obtain tends t o  ae-

r v i , r. g  I,- .UL c€WTS
committee
fiedly recommended “for," and
ii iii iipii e w e 'w in limn Bb F nm gfi ae 4  f t »  »  M,t| §    Mipf|gl |ff tjjJli UM! UU

ays
also past commander of Amer-1*®?18 1 e mg,_ DUT} wa»

I ii  the son of 
Jr., also a down current- 

to New York.

ican Leeton Post 133 In that 
city. He was a member of the 
Gloria Dei Leghorn Church of 
Anna Maria.

Cromer hi survived by his wid­
ow, Myrtle; a daughter, Mrs.
Betty Trombdlo of Maywood; 
and two sons, Earle G. Cromer 
Jr., of Mount Prospect, Bl., «id 
Dr. Robert Cromer of Antigo, 
Wit. and six grandchildren 

Funeral services will be held 
Thursday at 7 :»  p m. at Grif- 
fin-Cline Chapel with the Rev
traitor Dig
will he t o .  Oak Ridge 
Chok County, ffi.

mainly concerned about ti» ef- 
rec* a proposes scenic route 
(not A na Maria is  Sanibel Is­
land would fam  a , plans to ex-
‘I  TW» afajfuffl -Hi tm 'ffifeti "iW iiüilffi’ll jiiwih:iciMi T9 aouin mrougn
Sarasota County

In Matey actf̂ sOji the
commissioners voted to approve 
a petition asking for a change
in racing in a 19-acre tract 
south of Desoto Road, between
IL. Cn«kr,or»< A Irlm. n .jlm . Jme seaooaro a inane rial I road 
and Tri Par Estates Change is 
from M-l to R-3, residential.

by Garnet Stottlemyer that hismg

for the 
Dominick’s 

prises Richard Nelson Russell 
C. Jordan Jr., Reid Liney, WB- 
ham t Coleman, William IC.
''W'rtrsa-fixrxf %#, TM-rn I- irfirnetfioru, Mrs. ran, u iw tf
Dig*, William M. Kreag, Jack 
West. Dr. La» «Una Jr. «ad 
M n  Mary Jo White.

moody on «gM proposed
ÜyP'Mi site:» iii}® *»*. é ^Majority votes

renewal act and « « tty  g 
ment study ccmmmmm,
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