
2-B— Sarasota Herald-Tribune Friday, May 15, 1970
«

Commission Delays Action On Migrant Camp
By BILL FRITTS 

Herald-T ribut Staff Writer
Heeding advice that a scheduled June demolition of 

Johnson's Camp in the Fruitville area would cause 
hardship and suffering to the present occupants, Sarasota 
County commissioners Thursday indicated they would take 
no action until replacement housing is available.

Addressing the board were Dr. D. M. Barry, substandard 
housing coordinator for Sarasota United Need Inc., and 
Donald Richards, chairm an of the Committee on Migrants'
Problems of New College’s Project REAL.

They told commissioners in effect (“the concept of John­
son's Camp as a migratory abode is an erroneous one, 
that most of the inhabitants are year-round residents.

“All but two of the families,” said Richards, “have 
left the migrant stream  permanently . . .  For example, 
the average full-time residency in Johnson’s Camp was 
more than ll  years per family. Moreover, six families

have lived in the ‘cam p’ for more than 20 years and 
one for 42 years.. . .

“ While the camp must be destroyed, such an ac t must 
be preceded by an active relocation program . Without 
such. the citizens of the county will potentially turn 
41 children and SI adults, several of whom are  pregnant 
women, out into the s tree t.”

Richards said that John B. Johnson, the county’s 
substandard housing adm inistrator, had indicated “there 
are and would be no plans to relocate the present occu­
pants of the cam p.”

Chairman Kenneth Brumbaugh said such a matter is 
up to the board, being a policy decision, and not in 
the hands of the substandard housing administrator.

Barry and Richards also accused Jack House, adminis­
trative assistant in the county’s Road and Bridge Depart­
ment, of “ threatening several families (in the campi 
with harsh treatm ent . . .  He threatened one woman 
with jail and another with the immediate destruction 
of her home if trash  were burned again. The reason

given by Mr. House was that they were polluting the 
atmosphere with their fires.”

House was called to the meeting to explain, and told 
the board, “ I have never talked to anybody in Johnson’s 
Camp.”

His testimony made it obvious that someone else had 
been involved, and Barry said, “ If the information in 
this report is incorrect, I beg your pardon and apologize.” 

The board instructed County Administrator John Gray 
to investigate the matter and find out if such threats 
were made and by whom.

Barry and Richards said they and several other persons 
surveyed Johnson's Camp last Saturday and, in addition 
to finding extreme conditions of poverty, also found that 
many of the camp residents knew nothing about public 
assistance programs; such as the county’s commodity 
foods program, its welfare aid, the dental clinic, or 
employment and training aids.

A lack of transportation in an isolated area was 
also deemed a major factor in the camp’s economic

picture. Also, Barry said, illiteracy to the point where 
an operations manual, for example, could not be under­
stood was another factor.

Commissioner William Carey again referred to modular 
housing as holding strong promise of saving the housing 
replacement dilemma, and said if the county fired up 
such a program It could write its own rules” and not 
have to worry about restrictive federal criteria.

He said the local business and financial community 
“stood ready” to back such a program, “but it’s never 
been asked.” He predicted a housing program with 
guaranteed financing could have modular homes ready 
for occupancy within SO days after a site has been cleared.

Under such a setup, Carey said, “ We make our own 
rules, have our own money, and the county builds, main­
tains and operates the project.”

With the local “front money” getting the program 
under way, he said, he felt sure that HUD (Housing 
and Urban Development) funds would be forthcoming 
to help sustain the project.

Staff Photo by M ik e  Davis

Sarasota Training For Future Orbit
Engineers from McDonnell Douglas Astronau­

tics Co. (MDAC) of St. Louis, Mo., studying com­
puterized testing equipment at EMR-Teiemetry of 
Sarasota. From left are: William A. Russell and 
Howard M. Jory, both of MDAC, and Wayne H.

Lockwood of EMR. MDAC officials are here for an 
intensive two-week training course on equipment to 
be used in connection with Skylab, a NASA manned 
orbiting workshop of the future.

Student On SUN Board
-  à

Disputes Carey’s Charges
By PETE SCHMIDT 

Herald-Tribune Staff Writer
A member of the board of 

directors of Sarasota United 
Need, Inc. has taken to task 
its chairman, Sarasota County 
Commissioner Bill Carey, for 
recent actions that could lead 
to a county takeover of the 
community action program 

Alex Goldstein, a New Col­

lege student and member of 
the SUN board replied to 
statem ents made by Carey 
earlier this week that “ the 
problems now are not so 
m u c h  w i t h  t h e  pro­
gram operated by SUN as 
with the board of directors.” 

During an informal meeting 
between city and c o u n t y  
c ommissioners, Wednesday

Students Work In Health
(to*United From Page IR)

very helpful to our students,” Mrs. Wingate said. “ They 
hare supplied lists of schools for further training, and 
all kinds of information for interested students.”

The students work under supervision without pay, earning 
only the three hours of credit towards a degree But in 
the first course this year there have been numerous rewards: 
several students were hired for part time sum m er jobs, 
several others intend to defray their college expenses in 
jiart by applying for weekend jobs in the college infirmary, 
two plan to become X-ray technicians and another intends 
to study pharmacy

The unexpected benefit has been that these young people 
now have an over-all understanding of a hospital,” Mrs. 
Wingate said. “ Even the people who work full time in 
a hospital are limited to their own departm ents and lack 
this experience of moving from one department to another 

“We hope that next y ea r’s high school seniors will enroll 
in this course. In so doing, they will provide valuable 
service to their community. And they will get an inside 
look at a variety of jobs and careers open to them ”

Britton Cool To Funds Bill
(Goatimied From Page IB)

comes basically from the state, so do the controls and 
iiwre controls mean more bueaucracy, more kingdoms in 
the Stale Department of Education, and a mediocre system 
statewide.”

While acknowledging the Sarasota County school system is 
faced with cutbacks in its educational program due to 
recent legislation which forced diverting of instructional 
lunds into other aren*. Britton main»ain?d the education’ 
equalization bill is not the answer.

“ Alternatives would be new sources of revenue from 
new taxes,” Britton said, “but this is hardly to be expected 
in a year when legislators—mary of them—will be seeking 
re-election to office. While the plan does alleviate the needs 
of some areas, Sarasota County is getting shortchanged.”

A number of legislative proposals had been suggested 
by local educators and adm inistrators prior to this current 
session of the Legislature for consideration by the Sarasota 
County legislative delegation, but Britton indicated very* 
little relief may be forthcoming from Tallahassee.

Most of the legislative proposals would have helped the 
School Board overcome financial deficits which were created 
by earlier legislative measures which forced the shifting 
of instructional funds into other areas, such as matching 
retirement, fees and commissioners to the tax assessor 
and collector for levying and collecting school taxes, the 
elimination of the homestead shift, the increase in local 
effort required for the minimum foundation program and 
the IO mill limit on millage for operation of schools.

Carey said there are certain 
m em bers on the SUN board 
of directors “ dedicated to 
obstructing program s rather 
than doing productive work.”

Goldstein said C a r e y ’ s 
statem ents appeared to be a 
different position from an 
earlier one “that the SUN 
organization was in a state 
of chaos, there were mass 
resignations of the staff and 
it could no longer operate ef­
ficiently.” The director said 
those statem ents, m ade by 
Carey in the wake of the last 
SUN meeting, were refuted 
on all counts.

“ It appears to me that Mr. 
Carey is grasping for straw s 
and one can only speculate 
about his motivation,” Gold­
stein said

The antipoverty program  is 
now sponsored by Sarasota 
County, with its operation 
directed by the non-profit 
corporation and its board of 
directors. In order to be 
designated the official com ­
munity action program  and 
receive funds through the US 
Office of E c o n o m i c  Op­

p o rtu n ity  (OEO), sponso i^dp^  
by a local governmental both 
is required. Three years agat^ 
the county commission agreed 
to be the sponsor.

Wednesday. Carey said the 
reasons for his seeking the 
takeover of SUN rfv the 
county is because the com­
position of the board is not 
conducive to a consti active 
program of action.

Goldstein said yesterday, 
“The board decided to adoot 
Robert’s Rules of Order in 
place of Mr. Carey’s ‘catch 
as catch can' ” noting that 
Robert s  Rules “ are designed 
to increase the efficiency of 
the organization, not hinder 
it.”

Commenting on the last 
session of SUN directors, 
Goldstem said the board 
reinstated John Hem y Rivers, 
who was fired last November. 
as its personnel director and 
“ if Mr. Carey feels that this 
will impair the efficiency of 
the organization let him take 
to task the regional OEO for 
they found no t a n g i b l e  
evidence for the complaints 
made against Mr. Rivers.”

“I can only assum e that

since Mr. C arey s  rem arks 
come at this time he is refer­
ring to the recent change in 
the composition of the board 
when he states that certain 
m em bers of the board are 
interested in obstructing pro­
g ram s,” Goldstein s a i d .  
“ These new m em bers include 
Jam es Logan, H arry Under­
wood, Tom Gardner and 
myself.”
_ According t o Goldstein, 
Logan and Underwood have 
been leaders, along with 
G ardner, in “actively helping 
those suffering from pover­
ty .”  He cited among their 
contributions a tutoring pro­
gram . equipment for the day 
care  center, initiation of voter 
registration drives and other 
community program s

Asking that Carey produce 
the fa rts  for his statem ents 
regarding obstructionist tac ­
tics. Goldstein said if the 
chairm an cannot p r o d u c e  
them “I suggest that he direct 
his efforts towards improving 
the present program  instead 
of seeking perverse and de­
trim ental altera lions.”

“I would also suggest that 
in the future Mr. Carey give 
Mr. Dupree and the SUN 
board the courtesy o f 
discussing with them his in­
tentions regarding the pro­
gram  rather than subjecting 
them to the degradation of 
reading it second-hand in the 
newspapers,” Goldstein said.

During the joint c ity -county 
c o m m i s s i o n  l u  ncheon 
Wednesday a delegation con­
cerned about the discussions 
of SUN’s future asked to sit 
in on the session but were 
told a meeting between them 
and Carey would be arranged 
later

The annual budget of SUN, 
all in federal funds, is ap­
proximately $166.000 t h i s  
year. Facets of the program  
conducted by the organization 
include a medical clinic at 
the 27th Street center, a 
mobile health clinic, various 
types of job development and 
training, n e i g h b o r h o o d  
workers and related projects.

A day care center for chil­
dren under five is conducted 
at the rea le r also, but it 
sponsored through p u b I 
contr ibutions.

Industry’s Use Of Avenue 
Slips Past County Board

HeraM-Tribuae Staff Writer
A 51st Street industrial site 

issue which Desoto Acres 
subdivision residents thought 
had been laid to rest cropped 
up unexpectedly a g a i n  
Thursday during a County 
Commission meeting.

It was learned by the board 
that a building permit had 
been issued the day before 
for construction of a link 
fence research plant on the 
site, with the stipulation that 
Shade Avenue fUould be used 
until such time as 47th Street 
is extended into the tract and 
improved.

Commissioner W i l l i a m  
Carey said that was not the 
way the commission had left 
the matter. He said the board 
had reversed a previous stand 
on Shade Avenue and pro­
mised the Desoto Acres resi­
dents it would not be used 
for access by the plant.

A large delegation o f 
Desoto Acres residents had 
appeared before the commis­
sion in protest of using Shade 
Avenue and DeSoto Road as 
the access route for the plant, 
which is to be built by the 
Columbus McKinnon Corp. of 
Tonawanda, N. Y.

Commissioner Herb Field 
agreed with Carey that the 
board had not said Shade 
Avenue could be used tem ­
porarily until such tim e as 
47th Street is extended.

However, w r i t t e n  in 
longhand on the building 
perm it is the stipulation that 
such tem porary access is 
perm itted p e n d i n g  t h e  
usability of 47th Street. The 
stipulation apparently was 
written on the perm it by 
county personnel.

The commissioners asked 
C o u n t y  Engineer Franklin 
Hunt to develop a cost 
estim ate on improving and 
extending 47th Street to the 
industrial tract.

However, the situation now
created by the issuance of 
the building permit is that 
it leaves unanswered who will 
spend the money to create
the 47th Street access.

Commissioners want the 
Seaboard Coast Line Railroad 
to, and have so indicated to

a railroad representative. But 
there is no pledge by the 
railroad that it will.

The cost of extending 47th 
Street will be sizable, since 
bridge construction is involv­
ed.

The county has repeatedly 
in the past refused to spend

the money to extend the 47th 
Street access and build one 
or two bridges across a 
drainage canal, because it did 
not deem it proper to spend 
taxpayers’ money to promote 
the development of private 
industrial property.

If the railroad refuses to

foot the bill, and the county 
refuses to foot the bill, then 
the Columbus McKinnon firm 
has no choice but to use 
Shade Avenue and Desoto 
Road for access to US 301.

Hunt said he would come 
back Tuesday with the cost 
estimate.

Planners Approve Rezoning
reen Apartments

By LEE BUTCHER 
HeraM-Trlbaae Staff Writer 
A rezone petition to allow 

a medium density develop­
ment at Rolling Green Golf 
Course was approved Thurs­
day by the Sarasota County 
Planning Commission.

The commission a c t e d  
following its regular meeting, 
but placed strict restrictions 
on the type of development 
that can be constructed. An 
apartm ent project is planned.

The developer, R o l l i n g  
Green Properties, Inc., pre­
viously had stipulated to the 
restrictions in writing.

“These stipulations a r e
binding and you will be held 
to them ,” said Chairman Joe 
Z. Lovingood. “The people 
will be protected.”

The petition was to rezone 
a 300-foot strip on the north, 
west and south boundaries of 
the golf course from single 
family residential to medium 
density. ,

Several persons appeared
at a public hearing last 
Thursday to protest t h e 
development, claiming i t  
would devaluate their homes. 
They also said increased 
traffic would m ake it im­
possible to ride horses along 
the rural roads.

The hearing was continued 
until last night when the 
developer agreed to meet with 
opponents and attem pt to 
compromise.

Rolling Green Properties
Inc. agreed to limit structures 
in the development to one 
story, to fence the property 
from 47th Street and to 
connect with an existing 
water and sewage treatm ent 
facility.

John H. Taylor, who called 
himself a “ quasi expert” on 
land use, spoke against the 
rezoning.

“ It’s a beautiful project,” 
he said "That’s the sad part 
about it.”

But Taylor said that the 
problem w a s  apartments 
versus homes.

He said individual apart­
ments in the development 
would be worth about $18,000 
while the existing homes in 
nearby DeSoto Acres average 
$30,000 to $35,000.

“The zoning which they are 
asking for is unjustifiable,” 
he said.

Taylor said he feared the 
petition would set “ one of the 
worst precedents in Sarasota 
County” for spot zoning.

Bruce White, a property 
owner, said he would prefer 
to have homes on the land 
rather than apartments. The

SHS Magazine 
Atvard Winner
A Medalist Rating for school 

literary arts magazines h a s  
been awarded the 1969 edition 
of the “New Mariner,” liter­
ary publication of Sarasota 
High School, according to an­
nouncement from the Co­
lumbia Scholastic Press of 
Columbia University.

The award is granted to 
only a few of the high school 
publications selected from 
first place ratings for special 
consideration. Catherine Goud 
was editor of the publication, 
and Faye Walker was senior 
editor. Forty-nine SHS stu­
dents contributed prose and 
poetry, and 12 students pro­
vided the art work.

present residential z o n i n g  
allows three and a half units 
per acre. The new zoning 
allows 16 units on each acre.

Commissioner Sid Fisher 
said he did not think residents 
of the area were aware of 
what could be constructed 
under the present zoning 
classification.

Lovingood was careful to 
point out that the stipulations 
will be binding.

“Windmill Village is a good 
example to show that these 
stipulations can be enforced,” 
he said. “The people will be 
protected.”

Windmill Village, a mobile 
home park. was forced to 
abandon a sewage treatment 
facility it was o p e r a t i n-g 
illegally.

In other business, the com- 
m i s s i o n  recommended ap­
proval of a petition by First 
Development Corp. to rezone 
50 acres on Bee Ridge Road 
and Beneva Road f r o m  
residential to medium density.

The commission followed 
the advice of the staff, which 
noted that the area is suited 
to that type of development.

New Court Passes In House; 
$100,000 Price Tag Is Seen

ALL ACAR DRIV!■♦raRAVELY
S A L E S  a  S E R V I C E

GROUNDS 
EQUIPMKNT CO.
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(Continued From Page IB)
The clerk of the Circuit 

Court is ex officio clerk of 
the Court of Record No ad­
ditional compensation is pro­
vided for him, though he may 
employ additional d e p u t y  
clerks or assistants 

All fines and forfeitures 
collected by the court shall 
be paid into the county fine 
and forfeiture fund as pro­
vided by law 

A coart reporter is required 
at a salary of $6.000 a year.

When and if the Court of 
Record becomes a legal en­
tity, it shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction of an criminal of­
fenses arising in Sarasota 
County, except those that are 
capital or municipal offenses, 
plus offenses for which con­
current jurisdiction with some 
other court is expressly pro­
vided in the act.

The bill states that the 
court “shall have concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Justice 
of the Peace Courts of all 
crimes for which the penalty 
is not more than $160 or 60 
days in jail, or both fine and 
imprisonment. The County

Court and the Court of the 
County Judge of Sarasota 
County shall have no criminal 
jurisdiction.”

Jurisdiction will i n c l u d e  
prosecutions for violations of 
Sarasota County ordinances.

The bill also provides that 
the court “ shall have ex­
clusive original jurisdiction of 
all cases at law in which the 
demand or value of property 
in controversy, exclusive of 
interest and costs, is no less 
than the maximum jurisdic­
tion of the Small Claims Court 
in Sarasota County and does 
not exceed $10,006 

“The jurisdiction of the 
court shall include forcible

entry and unlawful detainer 
and the issuance of writs of 
a t t a  chment, garnishment, 
replevin, and all other ’writs 
necessary to the exercise of 
the jurisdiction of the court.” 

Another section provides 
that all indictments returned 
by a grand jury charging of­
fenses not punishable by 
capital punishment “shall be 
immediately certified to this 
court by the Circuit Court for 
Sarasota County.”
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