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Conversation Break At Riverview Prom
It was a fun night at the Riverview High School Prom Saturday night. 

Here, Don Williams, Penny Straton, Debbie Oeth and Je ff Wilson get together 
for a tete a tete during a break in the dancing. The theme for the prom was 
“ Alice In Wonderland.”

Planners End ‘Blight’ Study
I Continued From Page IB)

in the over-all ratings, be 
considered less blighted than 
one with less structural but 
considerably more s o c i o - 
economic and environmental 
blight.

The planners also recom
mended a number of ways 
to implement each of the

three methods of treating
blight.

The most drastic method, 
» redevelopment, can qualify 

for the federally assisted 
Demolition Grants Program. 
This provides f i n a n c i a l  
assistance to municipalities 
for a two-year period for use 
in selected areas to demolish

Critical Fire Danger 
Eyed In 5-County Area

By BILL MARDEN
Heraid-Tribune Staff Writer
A “ critical”  period of forest 

fire danger is being watched 
in the five-county Oneco Fire 
District.

District Forester C u r t i s  
Strickland, who is in charge 
of Sarasota, Manatee, Hardee, 
Charlotte and Desoto coun
ties, said low rainfall and 
high winds have made this 
a highly dangerous time.
- State Forestry Director J . 
M. Bethea said that not since 
April, 1969 has an emergency 
forest fire situation become 
a threat to commercial tim
berlands.

The forest fire index was 
measured at 133 Sunday, the 
area’s fire control headquar
ters reported from Oneco.

Anything above 60 i s 
dangerous. Based on reports 
from the division of forestry 
in Tallahassee, more than a 
third of the central region of 
the state is in a severe build
up zone.

The buildup is scaled from 
0 to 200 and rates dryness,

ground moisture levels and 
general flammability of forest 
and brush.

“ It’s arrived at by use of 
tables we’ve set up measuring 
relative humidity, wind speed, 
t h e temperature, precipita
tions, and many other fac
tors,”  Strickland added.

The fire danger is cumula
tive, meaning that it grows 
greater with each dry day, 
Strickland said.

Manatee Forester D a v e  
Pierson said that “ all per
mits to bum are being turned 
down” due to the fire danger.

Strickland said no official 
ban on burning has been an
nounced, but urged people not 
to.

While the situation this year 
is dangerous, it does not mark 
a radical departure from 
the past, officials said.

“ For the fourth straight 
year we are watching a 
hazardous spring fire buildup 
provoked by absence of rain
fall, high winds and numerous 
dry frontal system s,”  Bethea 
said.

structures that are struc
turally unsound or unfit for 
human habitation.

The grants usually provide 
up to two thirds the actual 
cost of the d e m o l i t i o n ,  
including site leveling and 
rough grading. It also pro
vides relocation payments for 
persons displaced as a result 
of the program.

Those areas deemed sal* 
vagable by rehabilitation can 
qualify for two types of 
assistance.

The first type is the Hous
ing Rehabilitation Loan pro
gram — designed to assist 
rehabilitation in existent and 
in future urban renewal and 
code enforcement areas.

The second, also federally 
backed, is the H o u s i n g  
Rehabilitation G r a n t  pro
gram, which can provide cash 
grants to individuals o r 
families who own and live in 
houses in urban renewal 
areas.

To implement conservation 
programs, the planners sug
gest city-backed programs, 
effective land use and proper 
zoning, continuous enforce
ment of housing codes to as
sist in preventative mainte
nance, and clean-up, fix-up 
campaigns to s u p p l e m e n t  
code enforcement.

The planning department’s 
study also lists numerous 
federal o v e r a l l  assistance 
programs that the city could 
apply for to accomplish its 
long-term blight r e m o v a l  
goals.

Planners said they hope to 
receive the report back from 
the printer’s June 5, and that 
it will be made public after 
that date.

Florida Sailor Writes Poems 
From The Long Hours At Sea

By SALLY GLENDINNING 
Heraid-Tribune Staff Writer
Philip J .  Stoegerer, oiler 

and refrigerating engineer, 
has recited his poems to 
.American merchant seamen 
on long voyages to far parts 
of the world.

“ Lots of guys on the ship 
like the poems I write,”  he 
said on a brief visit to 
Sarasota to place his book of 
poems in local stores.

The book, “ Strictly Scut
tlebutt,”  is sub-titled as the 
ballads and verse of a mer
chant seaman. The publisher 
is listed as the Stoegerer 
Maritime Press in Aripeka, 
Fla., where Stoegerer has a 
home facing the salt marshes 
with a Couple of eagles nest
ing in a tall* tree as the 
nearest neighbors.

“ On mv last trip, we were 
hauling South Korean troops

State Pollution Control Orders
^ 1 r *

Seaboard Boca Grande Port ‘Shut’
Heraid-Tribune Staff Writer 
The Florida Air and Water 

Pollution Control Commission 
has ordered Seaboard Coast
Line railroad to cease opera
tions at its port at Boca 
Grande because of pollution

violations and the order may 
affect the question of whether 
the West Coast I n l a n d  
Navigation District will have 
to build a $700,000 rail bridge 
for it.

The rail firm did not meet

the state commission’s direc
tive of early May and on May 
13 Vince Patton, head of the 
department, directed the SCL
to follow the commission’s 
original order to close the 
facility.

One member of the WCIND 
said in the group’s monthly 
meeting in Bradenton Monday 
that he was disturbed that 
SCL has made no com m it 
ment as to what it is going 
to do about pollution control

WCIND Board Votes To Ask Counties 
For Continuance Of Tax In 1970-71

Heraid-Tribune Staff Writer
The West Coast Inland 

Navigaton District commis
sioners, in their m o n t h l y  
meeting in Bradenton Mon
day, voted to request each of 
the six participating counties 
for continuance of the .01 mill 
tax, which will bring in an 
estimated $52,000 for the 1970- 
71 tax year.

This income will .make up 
almost half of the operating 
budget of $112,000.

Cither revenue will include 
$35,000 in interest from an 
average i n v e s t m e n t  of 
$500,000 at seven per cent, 
and $25,000 from the sale of 
spoil.

Anticipated revenue o n 
hand on June 30 is $1,092,000,

of which $771,000 is being held 
for the construction of a new 
railroad bridge from Placida 
to Boca Grande. The June 
30 balance and the expected 
income will provide funds 
totaling $1,204,000.

The budget was approved 
by commissioners from the 
Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte, 
Lee, H i l l s b o r o u g h  and 
Pinellas counties. It was pre
pared by Charles W. Furbee, 
executive d irector.,

A breakdown on the ad 
valorem tax from each of the 
participating counties is as 
follows:

Pinellas, $15,658, down $328; 
Hillsborough, $17,286, down 
$424S araso ta , $8,317, u p
$2,220; Manatee, $3,503, down 
$349; Lee, $5,255, down $280,

and Charlotte, $1,982, up $34.
At the meeting Monday the 

board voted to return to 
Sarasota County $6,800, the 
amount of overpayment the 
county made to the district 
by mistake for the 1969-70 
budget year.

Under expenses, it is ex
pected that administrative 
costs will be $51,400, plus 
$20,000 for legal services. The 
latter is in addition to the 
$3,000 retainer included in the 
salaries category. The staff 
is composed of the director, 
a full time secretary, part
time clerk and the attorney’s 
r e t a i n e r .  Engineering ex
penses will cost $10,000.

Travel expenses for the 
staff and commissioners, ap
praisal work and title in

surance will add another 
$13,400. Office operating ex
penses and commissioners to 
tax collectors and assessors 
will bring the total expenses 
to $71,400.

Participation in expënses 
for projects, such as dredging 
of passes in the six counties, 
will take an e s t i m a t e d  
$115,000 for WCJND’s share. 
Rights-of-way Are budgeted 
for $86,000 and Spoil areas 
$75,000. These purchases will 
be for maintenance of the 
inland waterway.

Local sponsorhip of projects 
will include $45,000 for Stump 
P ass and $50,000 for Longboat 
Pass. In addition, the district 
will pay $20,000 to the city 
of Venice because of sail in
trusion into some of its wells.

Senate Adopts House Measure Opposing 
Giant Dredge-Fill Project In Pinellas

— •U ff Photo

PHILIP J. STOEGERER

to South Vietnam,”  he said. 
“ The guys on the ship kept 
asking me to recite my poems 
for them. And the fellows in 
Vietnam like to read, too—so 
I decided to publish some of 
the poems.”

He says his poetry is based 
on experience rather than 
formal education.

“ I ran away from home 
when I was 14 years old,” 
he said. “ Those were the de
pression years. I hitch-hiked, 
stayed in transient camps or 
hobo jungles, picked hops in 
Oregon and helped with the 
harvest out west. Anything to 
make a buck— or even 50 
cents in those days. From 
then on I was moving—”

And he k e p t  writ
ing—sometimes in loose-leaf 
notebooks, but usually on 
scraps of paper or even 
discarded paner cups.

He is proud that his book 
already has found a place at 
Mystic Seaport, the maritime 
museum in Connecticut.

"Too much stuff is written 
these days bv peoole who 
don’t know what t h e y ’ r e  
writing about,”  he s a i d .  

People seem to relate them
selves to the poems I write.”  

Stoegerer says he will spend 
the coming months in pro
moting his book and in writ
ing the poems for another. 
He is still recuperating from 
injuries suffered aboard shin 
last November during a storm 
over the China Sea 

But he talks of the “ good 
fraternity” of m e r c h a n t  
seamen, and when the next 
call comes he’s fikety to sign 
on for another voyage or two.

By DICK BLOOM
Heraid-Tribune Staff Writer
T A L L A H A S S E E  -  A

House o f Representatives 
measure that asks the Army 
Corps of Engineers to deny 
a dredge and fill permit for 
a 1,700-acre landfill around 
Honeymoon Island in Pinellas 
County passed overwhelm
ingly through the Sentate 
Monday despite determined 
opposition by Sen. Truett Ott, 
D-Tampa.

Ott attempted to have the 
House resolution referred to 
a n appropriate committee 
before it was debated in the 
full Senate but his motion 
failed by a vote of 13-24.

The resolution itself was 
resoundingly passed by a vote 
of 36 yeas and two nays with 
the negatives coming from 
Ott and Sen. C. William 
Beaufort, D-Jacksonville.

In beginning debate on his 
motion, Ott announced it is 
would displace some 19 
million cubic yards of earth 
near Honeymoon Island.

He said the Team sters have 
spent $7 million in the past 
IO years on the project and 
the issue of whether the 
possible he has a professional 
interest in the matter since 
his law firm represents a 
large Teamsters pension fund 
involved in fiancing t h e  
dredge and fill project which 
dredge and fill permit should 
be renewed should be studied 
thoroughly by the full Senate 
or one of its committees.

“ I don’t care who’s  involved. 
It requires an investigation of 
this Senate, to know what 
we’re doing. . .this is not the 
kind of action you railroad 
through here by fast action,”  
Ott said.

Sen. Harold Wilson, R- 
Clearwater, however, urged 
the Senate to speak out im
mediately.

“ If we don’t act soon, like 
today, it’s not going to get 
to the Corps of Engineers,”

Haley Gtes Need
For Preparedness

Rep. Jam es A. Haley, D- 
Sarasota, says recent penetra
tion of the Caribbean Sea by 
Russian warships is another 
sign of the necessity for US 
military preparedness.

The fact that Russian ships 
were sent to the Caribbean, 
he said, is proof that “ t h e  
Soviet Union now possesses 
sufficient naval strength to 
mount a ‘show of the flag’ 
anywhere it chooses to send 
its ships.”

Haley added in a newslet
ter ' that the lesson to be 
learned from the Russian 
move is plain:

“ No matter how much we 
desire peace, the mere fact 
that a potential enemy has 
gone to the bother of making 
his presence known—and mak
ing it very clearly known in 
waters in dangerous proxim
ity to our own southern coast 
and to the coasts of friendly 
neighbors to the south — is 
further evidence that this 
country must maintain a se
curity shield for itself and its 

w neighbors, no matter how dü> 
tasteful that necessity is .”

said Wilson. He said the 
engineers should have in hand 
soon expressions of support 
for or opposition to the Ho
neymoon Isle project.

The project was recom
mended for disapproval by 
the trustees of the State In
ternal Improvement Fund and 
the resolution passed the 
House easily.

CXt contended the measure 
should go to an appropriate 
committee for a f u l l  
investigation t o determine 
just what is involved.

He maintained that not a 
single federal or state agency

had recommended against a 
renewal of the developers’ 
dredge and fill permit. The 
permit was first obtained 
about IO years ago and has 
been renewed several times 
since.

Ott’s motion was opposed 
on the floor chiefly by Sens. 
Harold S. W i l s o n ,  R- 
Clearwater, and C. W. “ Bill”  
Young, R-Seminole.

They argued for immediate 
full Senate consideration of 
the resolution since the Corps 
is expected to make its 
determination on the applica
tion “ momentarily.”

Maintaining the ecological 
effects of the project would 
be so devastating it would not 
be possible for the area to 
recover, Wilson said t h e 
measure is not a bill but an 
expression of opinion to the 
Corps and should not have 
to go through the committee 
process.

Young said this would be 
the biggest dredge and fill 
project in the history of the 
state and suggested if the 
Senate does not immediately 
act on the resolution, the 
Corps might assume a tacit 
approval of the project.

DeSoto Acres Group Eyes 
Legal Fight Against Plant

Heraid-Tribune Staff Writer\
Residents of Desoto Acres 

Subdivision are in process of 
organizing a nonprofit asso
ciation and have retained 
legal counsel to fight plans 
of a Tonawanda, N. Y., link 
chain firm to utilize Shade 
Avenue and Desoto Road as 
access for a new plant. ,,

Residents were dismayed 
last week to learn that a 
building permit had been is
sued to the C o l u m b u s  
McKinnon Corp. with the 
stipulation that Shade Avenue 
could be used temporarily 
until access is provided to US 
301 along 47th Street.

A short time period to is
suance (rf the permit, resi
dents had vigorously objected 
to the firm ’s utilization of 
S h a d e  Avenue and DeSoto 
Road for access, contending 
this would route truck traffic 
through the subdivision and 
downgrade property values as 
well as the character of the 
area.

County commissioners had 
previously agreed to improve 
Shade Avenue ,to provide an 
adequate access for the plant. 
After residents objected, the 
commissioners reversed their 
post]ton and said they would 
not improve the access-way, 
and agreed also to orient ac
cess to the industrial tract 
directly from US 301.

This question was still being 
researched when the permit 
was issued. C o m m i s s i o n  
Chairman Kenneth Brum
baugh said last Friday that 
he had n o t  authorized is
suance of the permit, but had 
recommended it “ if ail code 
and drainage requirements 
had been m et.”

At least two of the other 
commissioners, W i l l i a m  
Carey and Herb Field, pro
fessed ignorance of the per
mit issuance with t h e  
stipulation relative to Shade 
Avenue It caught them by 
surprise when they learned of 
it on Thursday.

Residents of the a r e a ,  
feeling they had been “ sneak- 
attacked,”  immediately began 
formulating plans to fight the 
development of the industrial

tract utilizing Shade and 
Desoto Road.

More than IOO subdivision 
property owners met Sunday 
night at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence L. Mattson, 
2665 5lst St., and began mak
ing plans to organize into 
a formal subdivision asso
ciation.

. They also elected tem
porary officers and retained 
the services of Henry Trawick 
as legal counsel to help them 
fight the industrial encroach
ment problem.

In their first round of ob
jections before the County 

, Commission, t h e residents 
said they were not opposed 
to development of the 40-acre 
tract west of Shade for in
dustrial purposes, but stress
ed that access should be from 
US 301, not Shade and DeSoto 
Road.

It was the feeling of the 
group, Mrs. Mattson said 
Monday, that if temporary 
access were permitted along 
Shade and DeSoto R o a d ,  
“you’ll never get them out.”

The possibility of an in
junction being filed to halt 
construction of the plant un
der present plans is being 
considered, Mrs. M a t t s o n  
said, as well as “  pushing 
for an ordinance”  to prohibit 
truck traffic through the 
establishment of load limits.

The commissioners a r e  
scheduled to receive from 
County Engineer Franklin W. 
Hunt today a cost estimate 
on extending 47th Street from 
US 301 to the tract in ques
tion.

The link chain firm plans 
to utilize only five acres of 
the 40-acre tract, which lies 
immediately west of Shade 
and north of 47th Street.

However, the c o u n t y  is 
thinking in terms of persuad
ing the Seaboard Coastline 
Railroad to build the 47th 
Street access — but what 
the railroad is thinking has 
not yet been determined.

Elected temporary presi
dent of the DeSoto A c r e s  
Association was Tony F er
nandez, with Lawrence Mat
tson serving as vice president. 
Mrs. John Morrill was named 
secretary.

at its Boca Grande phosphate 
port. He commented about the 
report early in the month on 
the directive of the state 
agency to SCL to provide 
certain data within 15 days.

Outcome of the matter is 
of $700,000 importance to tax
payers in Manatee, Sarasota, 
Charlotte, Lee, Pinellas and 
Hillsborough Counties, which 
make up the WCIND.

The district is obligated to 
replace the old r a i l r o a d  
bridge from Placida to Boca 
Grande if the port is to be 
used. If the SCL does not 
meet the state pollution re
quirements and the port is 
closed, the district may not 
have to replace the bridge.

The old rail b r i d g e ,  
designated a hazard in the 
inland waterway because of 
its narrow opening, is in 
Charlotte County while the 
phosphate dock is in -Lee 
County.

The state agency early in 
the month gave SCL 15 days 
to submit plans for con
structing air pollution control 
devices on the Boca Grande 
loading facility, or give a 
written guarantee to t h e  
board that the facility will 
not be used once the Black 
Point loading facility (in 
Tampa) is completed and in 
operation. Additionally, SCL 
was directed to advise the 
state agency of the anticipated 
date of operation of the Black 
Point facility.

The rail firm wàs told it 
had 15 days in which to re
quest a public hearing on the 
order on any objection to 
matters within the notice.

Earl J .  Zoll Jr . ,  vice presi
dent and general counsel of 
the rail firm in Jacksonville, 
requested instead, 60 days to 
complete an investigation to 
determine if a hearing was 
required.

The Department of Air and 
Water Pollution advised Zoll 
that the request was denied 
and directed that the depart
ment’s original order on the 
polluting port be followed.

The SCL did not ask for 
the hearing, nor did it 
submit any of the requested 
information in the May 3 or
der.

A question has been posed 
to the WCIND as to whether 
It will go forward with 
replacement plans if the 
pollution agency forbids fur
ther use of the port loading 
facility. -

That the district is going 
forward with its portion of the 
agreement was evidenced by 
the report to the board Mon
day that an agreement has 
been reached by WCIND 
staff, its consulting engineers 
and the railroad on a number 
of changes desired by SCL.

Executive Director Charles 
Furbee reported that the 
changes demanded by SCL 
have caused the engineers to 
revise plans and these should 
be ready in about two weeks. 
The engineers are not yet 
making an estimate as to the 
cost, but WCIND is talking 
in terms of $770,000.

Ushers Needed 
At Asolo Plays
Anyone wishing to see a 

free A s o l o  State Theatre 
Company production, or lim p
ly to give support to the pro
fessional troupe, m ay volun
teer as usher over the sum
mer season.

Ushers are needed for both 
matinee and evening perform
ances. Ushers m ay volunteer 
for as many or as few per
formances as they wish.

Those interested should con
tact Miss Jody Peary at 
355-7115, between 9 a.m. and 
5 p m , Mooday through Fri
day.

Worker Hurt
In Fall From 
Scaffolding

Herald-Tribune Staff Writer
A Tampa workman was in

jured Monday afternoon when 
he fell from the Sarasota 
Bank and Trust building.

Robert O’Rourke, 30, was 
taken to Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital and then transferred 
to St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Tampa.

A hospital spokesman said 
O’Rourke had been admited 
to the hospital and was listed 
in “ fair condition.”

O’Rourke, was working for 
Stewart-Meilon Marble and 
Tile Company, 5117 E . 
Hillsboro Ave., Tampa.

A police report stated that 
O’Rourke and a f e l l o w  
worker, Allen Hamalinson, 
also of Tampa, were working 
on a scaffold outside the 
building when a cable holding 
the scaffolding came loose 
and fell toward the two men.

Hamalinson managed t o 
avoid it, but O’Rourke step
ped hack to avoid being hit, 
tripped, and fell off the scaf
fold.

He fell 12 feet.
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